‘The History of Forsyth 


By Howard Walters and Russell Sawyer 


Howard Walters, 1973 Russell Sawyer, 1920 


With an Introduction by Tina Horve and a preface by Janet (Walters) Wood 


The progress of Forsyth from a small village to 
the community it is today involved many people. 
Howard Walters and Russell Sawyer 
Spent countless hours capturing the history 
and documenting the people, places and stories 
which make our hometown a special place. 
I am proud to consider myself a native 
of Forsyth. I hope the readers and citizens 
enjoy the history of “our village.” 


-Janet (Walters) Wood 


Introduction 
By Tina Horve 


I discovered Howard Walters’ History of Forsyth, Illinois in 2021 when doing local history 
research at the Decatur Public Library. The pages had been scanned and were stored on the 
library’s server in several different PDF files. The files included pages in draft form with 
handwritten notes, duplicates of a few pages, and material regarding Mr. Walters’ and Mr. 
Sawyer’s attempts at getting the book printed 1n the late 1980s. 


This material provides a much-needed update to local Forsyth History, and Harold Walters and 
Russell Sawyer have included many details regarding locations, businesses, and community 
members. 


After speaking with Mr. Walters’ daughter, Janet, to get permission to work on, print out, and 
distribute copies of this history, we decided the best option was to leave the work exactly as 
Howard left it. Since the material was still in draft form, Howard did not have the opportunity to 
correct many of his errors; a fact which he notes in the book. The only changes made to the 
documents that Harold and Russell left are: 


e A title page was added. 

e A note from Howard’s daughter, Janet Walters Wood was added. 

e Missing page numbers were added to all pages after page 62 which were 
unnumbered in the original PDF files. 

e Note: There is no page 41. 

e Howard’s publication maternal has been added. 


I hope you enjoy reading this updated History of Forsyth, Illinois, and I know that future local 


history scholars will be extremely grateful to Howard Walters and Russell Sawyer for the time, 
effort, and passion for their local community that they have poured into this book. 


Tina Horve 


2028 


Preface 

history of the Illinois Uentral 
Robert Forsyth 

George Shavfer 


Old Town Well & Stockyards 


#arlv Grain Buyers: 

Rathan Fitch ¢ Dexter Clark 
Charles Ruehl 

H, OC. Mowry 

P. Bowden 

Douglas Williams 


The Deweins - Feed Mill 


Old Families: a. 
“ellepp Family 


penton Hamily 


Luallen Family 
Marques Family 
Ed OC. Davas 

L. N. Lindsey 
William Hinkle 
Glosser Family 
Davis Family 
Warmon Family 


Blager Family 


Postmasters 
hew Post Office 


TOOF Hall 


Ym Ce Asents 


Section Foreman 


Businesses in Forsyth: 
Wiilism Penny 

Byers Gas otation 
tTerman Cooper Grocery 
Leon Rodgers Feed Store 


Carl Bailey - Butchering 


( 


phe! ltog Petroleum 
Forsyth Lumber Co, 
Ira Slliott = Custom Putchnering 


Almeda Res*teurant —- Servite Station 


Jonn Lenman Gas Station 
J. A. Lake 

Riot Smith 

Robert buzzy 

John Stone 

Beauty Shops 

Berbers 

Yaugnn - Peckham 

Mule Barn 


pane's Custom Gab#nets 


Current Building 

walters Grocery - Ice — feed 
Marvin Randle Grocery 
Gillen Glosser 

H.0.U. Chemical 

Tliini Supply 

Dolson Cutdoor Advertising 
Carpet Castle 

Koester Buick - Opal 
Autohaus Fortense 

Vendys Hamburgers 
McDonalds 

RAX Roast Deef 

Color Tile 

Forsyth Gardens 

Hickory Point Mall 
Hickory Point Bank 


Hiskery Point Theatres 


Its 

Illinois Central Ghost 
Dan Hobbs Skeleton 
Homecoming = Yorld War I 
Romte 51 

Tent Snows 

Crequet Court 


Free Movies 


Hovard Erwin 

Pnompson Erwin 

Pleasant H, Hawkins 
samuel Hornbeck 

James L. Kenton 

Jao ly Benben, Mads 

Hriec Kirtsy 

Mrs. Christina Muiler hauffman 
Asa Falott 

Jospeh S,. Miller 

Je MeCore. : 
Mrse Sarah McKay 

tlizga McMillan 

James C, HNcliillan 

David Plank 

Henry Reeser 

Frederick Riser 

Peter Russell Rogers 


Tir 


Jonn J,. Card 


REE ee Praetel tees arenes iil 


[pel Ga drt andlins \en~teduceerntraetecengetde teh ettindat ted canidindAdive te o-0f do he doatnont tonenene deta eaee seth 


srl Yipee Tange eT nak cole” rege NO ORES EL OE 


edie sprdanorend cette aretantin othe xt nated treed Lenn ati ed 


oO rely 


an 


i ee new. od wh ge Deer ead eae ia ae eel T 


ew oa ss ar 


PREFACE 

Information for this History of Forsyth was taken ‘from two 
Histories of Macon County, 4890 and 1930, much of it from the 
£944 "Porsy th and Its People", from the centennial history of the 
Kethodist church, the Baptist church material, from church mem- 
hers, from two local historians in and near Forsyth, and from 
the Rural Schools History 1978. | ; 

Newspaper clippings were of much help especially with re- 
eards to the new developing Hickory Point Mall. Detailed tele- 
phone. conversations with over 50 people and replies to letters 
were 2iso helpful. Many historical facts were obtained from the 
Local History Room in the Decatur Library as well as information 
' from over several hundred telephone calls over a period of four 
or more years, besides many hours in writing and rewriting and 
organizing the well over 85 write ups in this history. Mention 
ghould also be made of the work of having it all typed. 


amd 


& previous history "Forsyth and Its People" (T852-1911) 
was written 70 years AED « 

Now, KF) years later, we conclude work on ancther history 
of Forsyth in the year 1982. This year will be remembered 2s 
the year the 52 American hostages were released and Ronald 
Reagan was inaugurated as gur 40th president. 

fhis has been written to preserve our local history for all 
whe are interested. It is our hope that someone later will bring 
this history up te Seve in their time as we ne done in our time. 

&e we stop to wonder ater ihe future, we aiso think back 
to_ the past and come to some realization of how we got to where 
we are now in the year 1982. | 

We offer you herewith, our best efforts which we hope will 
meet with your approval. Many of you who will read this history 


a 


kave contributed to it in some way. 
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HISTORY OF THE ILLINOIS CaN DRAL AND FORSYTH 

: Forsyth is a child of the Tilgnois Central Railroad and 
a brief history of ita line of ancestry may be fitting’ 4 this 
tame. ‘ ri - sees -_ | 4 | 
The idea of a North and South Railroad across the state was 
first suggested in 1832 by Lieutenant Governor A. H. Jenkins. 

- | Sidney Barnes, United States Senator from Jllinois, tried 
vo get the government interested in a railroad tough centraz 
Tilinois, but it was not until 1847, when Stephan he Douglas, 
was sent to the U.S. Senate that the proposition looked favorable. 
In 1850, a bill was introduced by him and ratified ty both Houses 
of Congreas and signed by President Fillmore. it granted to the 
state of Illinois, alternate sections of public land Bona miles 
on each side of the proposed railroad from Cairo to Gaines. and 
from Chicago toa j urtion with the Main line. 

When the Illinois Assembly met on January 1, 1851, the men= 
ders were confronted with the problem as to how to utilize tha 
. Pederal Land Grant. 

The plan of creating a private corporation and transfer to 
it the jand grant under certain restrictions and with eenten 
paymems to the state. Under this plan the a formed would 
 @gsume entire responsibility for the completion of the railroad. 

The bill approving and granting this charter was passed and 
signed by Governor french, The Illinois Central Railroad ongane 
izeé and went to work. They had plenty to do, Surveyors began 
running lines. The labor @epartment went into the market at the 
seabord, hiring m6én from lreland and Gexnany who had just landed. 
The land department put on an intenSivée sSelline campaign. They 
mada attractive offexs t6 settlers;: a small dewn payment in cash 


defefred obligations at low rate of interest, a nearby market for 
. 


the. farm. products raised-a bond was givem far a deed to be 


given when the ianéd was paid for, and there were na taxes levied 


= 
“ean 


enti he buyer received his deed. 

This campaign was a success and all the Jand in this tacality 
_Waes soQld hefare ?86@ at. prices from eight to twelve dollars pex 
ALTE. ; +” . 
The rails were laid from the North to Decatur in 1854, and 
flee trains began ruining. The first Illinois Central frain went 
thromeh Decatur from Clintem, Illinois on Oetober 78, 1854. — 

The northerm road ren fhrough wild county. The track had 
ta be patrokFed and maintaimed, so houses were built along the 
track. These houses sheltered the section foremen and the crews. 
£t about the same intervals, a siding was built, also to make good 
the woad's promise of a shipping point and grain market. A set 
of scales was installed amd cribs bnitt. If no individual be= 
Came @ grain buyer, the railroad did the buying. This was the 
case at. the point that we know as Forsyth. The reilroad was the 
erain buyer for perhaps tem years or until the village was plated 
iri 1864. | | 

There was ohe man, Edward O. Smith of Decatur, who had a 
elose connectfon with the Illinois Central and the village of 
‘Porsyth. He was @ Macon County pioneer. He was born in Mary- 
Tand, Learned the carpenter trade and came to Decatur in 1837, 
‘He wovked at his trade, saved his money, invested it in farm and 
city property, was elected to the Illinois Senate and was a member 
when the Iltfnois Cevtral Charter was being considered. He 
waturatiy favered the building of that road and was able to be 
of servicé. 


When the first railroad survey was made through Macon County 


w 
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tt miseed Decatur, It crossed the river rear the present village 
of Harristewn. Edward O,. Gmith and others got busy and persuaded 
the cempany. to bu2tld through Peaatur, As goon as the line was 
Fixed, BL O. Smith began huying Illinofe Central land. Among a 
other railroad lands, he bought the North half of Section 14 {n. 
Hiekoxy Point Township and Robert Forsyth, the General Freight 
keent of the Illinois Central, hought the Seuth half of this | 
same section. The purchase was made in 1856, The railroad ijne 
ran across Section 14 and about 3/8 of a mile from the west see- 
tion line. as > $Pt, | mare 
fhe road put in a siding and a platform on the west side 

of the railroad line, and also a-set of scales and some cribs, 
fhis ‘switch was named Forsyth in honor of Robert Forsyth.- Mr, -_ 
Porsyth built a house and set out an orchard and shade trees on 
the north side of his farm and near the tracks. This house was 

a good house for its day. Mr. Forsyth moved his family from 
Chicago soon after it was completed and lived in it for a year 

or two. However, his family did not like this new country so 
they. moved back: to Chicago and the farm was sold a few years 
later. :? ae of a . ee 
. i cEdward O. Smith was a shrewd and farsighted man » and - | 

° gYasped at every opportunity to -add to his advantage. He used 
his influence with the Illinois Central to have the section fore- 
men's house built on the right of way inside his farm lines. The 
road had chosen a site 1% miles north and had unloaded building 
material and dug a well, but they favored Mr. Smith and built the 
g¢ction house where he wanted it. So it was a stand off. Robert 
Yorsyth had the siding, grain loading point and -the station. 


Briith had the section house, x 


EARLY RESIDENTS 
ROBERT FORSYTH 


' Parsyth was named in honor of Cel.- Robert Forsyth, first 
general agent of the Illinods Sentral Railroad, Col, Forsyth 
awned the South half seetion 14 on the North half of. whieh the 
village ig leaated, He restded on that land before the village 
was egtablished and he waa intimately associated with B. 0, Smfth, 
whe owned the North half of the section and platted the village. | 
It-was natural and apprepriate, therefore, that his. name showld 
be given to the area, 

Cak. Farsyth built the house to the east of the Illinois 
Central and south of the village. The place attracted attention 
beeause of the number ef evergreen trees. They were the first 
ever planted in this vicinity. The old Forsyth house, on the 


Patterson farm, was torn dagown in the early 1970's. 


GEORGE SHAFFER 
» The first residence in Forsyth was a small house built by 

Geange Shaffer on the lot. at the N.E. corner of Elwood and. Ruehl 
streets. Jt was a erude effair, as all pioneer houses were. It 
eonsisted of two rooms and a small "lean-to* kitchen. In this 
house Mr. Shaffer, the town's first groceryman, conducted a small 
store and, for a long time, kept the post office. The exact date 
-@f the erection of this structure is not known, but it is believed 
to have been built tefore the town was platted in 1864 as the 
oldest residents say it was there before they came. The building 
was remodeled and enlarged at various times and used as a réesie. 
‘dence and a store by different persons,.. 
‘George Shaffer disposed of his business to John F. Shaw an 

som, who sold to S. R. Gher, who disposéd of the store to Bdward 
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Weliepp, who after.doing business there for. two yearg, dis- 
posed of the stere to J, 9. Hall, who was in charge untfi the 
. huddding burned prior to 1890, 

«Gearge Shaffer's dauehter, Mra. Ceorge Dalziel of Alta, 
Yewa, furnished these few fasts concerning him... He was born 
Nev, $5, 1828 and married March 6, 1857. She stated she aid not 
know the exaat date he came to Forsyth, but they moved to Towa 
in Mareh of 1875, He died in Carthage, MO. on October 7, 1902 
and is buried there, | 

'In 1868 George Shaffer bought Lot: #1 just west of the 
original town. He surveyed part of it into town lots and named 
{t Shaffer's Addition. Mr. Shaffer gave the ground where the 
original M. E, Church was built. He built a house on the west 


side of this addition. , : 
Renry Reeser lived in the Shaffer house on Ruehl street 
from 1902 until his death in 1922 when the house was sold to 
Henry Dial who, some years later, sold it to J. A. Lake, 
THE OLD TOWN WELL 
, some years ago, many people of Forsyth had no well at home 
and used the town well located midway on the south side of Ruehl 
: between Elwood and Smith streets, 
Many years ago, cattle may have drank at the water tank at 
-the old town well before being loaded into railroad cars for 
shipment. Some said the cattle were pagemen becauge they were 
thirsty. Otherg hinted it was a more mercenary reason since the 
cattle would weigh more when they erossed the Scales. 
-- fhe old: wooden Gover ‘for the 6ld well has been replaced ay 


@ conorete platform with a wélded pipe railing around it. The 
7 


—_ 


ol@ water: trough and tank its. no longer there, ae 
Phe older inhabitants used to say that anyene who, @vank- 

from the town well and later left: town would come bagk again, 

to. Forsyth. Howevex, now thet the ney-watey system, has. been jm— 

staked in. the village, gmail wells are no lomger needet?, - 
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* STOCREARDS. 1 PS. 
The Forsyth siheekyards were on Fhinoks Centyah Raklreaq 
property on the nerts side of the east end of Ruehl street. The 
| twa stock pens were made of a heavy woeden post, and board fence, 
att Teast 6 feet: high with enough space fox twa car leade of 
cattle ant @ leading renp whieh let up te the cattle oar on the 
tracks. . . “s. & * 
Tire gtochkyard at Fersyth is 20 nore, Livesto ek is, new hauled 


Givectly to sale barns and meat packing plants by truck. 


- - = GRAIN BUYERS 

Tre first graim buyer in Forsyth was the Tlhineis Central 
Railread and at that time there was mo elevator, Farmers 
seaoped the grain imta the cars by hand, ii is well known, 
the Illinoks Central became, by terms ef its charter from the 
state, the largest. laudowmers in Illinois. . 

The most pressing meed of the Il}imois Central, after the 
road had been built, was to develope business for it. To deve- 
Lope bwsiniess, it was mecessary ta put the land along the line 
ef the railroad into eultivation. Accordingly, the land was 
sold ta@ séttlers' and the vatflroad took from the farmers the 


grain they raised in ieu of cash which was a scarce article. 
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NATHAN f. PIECH 

<° “around the year 1864 or before, Nathan 2. Fitch bugle a 
hawae $m the extveme south ploey and 19% adjeining the I11ipois 
Centeal Railroad, His heuse wag lavage enough to comtain liv- 
{ng quarters in addition te a store roem, He painted hig hevge 


“ped and £& was ealied the "ved front! as lens as it stpod, Mr, 


Fateh enerated a ecegery qtore and was 9 grain buyer and peeane 
the fivrat pestmaster tn July, 1865, After a few years, he 6018 
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Sut and mevad sway, : a lll tall 
’ aa , 3 
A DEXTER CLARK “= EM, ¢ 
Phe Dexter Clark Elevator wag built and run by BH. 0. Mowry 
after coning te Forsyth in 1867, This elevator was located e~ 
long the Tllineis Central Railway juet north of Sox street. 


: He &s Mowry 'sa office was on. the south side of Cox street next 


tp the railroad property, ‘The home office of Dexter Olark was 
in Rhode Island, - Ey « Ae : 
-Mhe elevator and the Mowry grain office were still standing 
“in -789f and may have been torn down some years Later, 
CHARLES BE. RUEHL % 
“*" Ta the late 1860's,Charles Ruehl built an elevator and o- 


pened a lumber yard in Forsyth. He-later built a residence on 


‘ the northeast corner of Smith & Fitch street, He was appointed 


Tllincis Central Railroad agent and served in that capacity 
when the Illinois Central Railroad buiit its own station. His 


son, Earnest Ruehl, became the first telegraph operator. 
Bey Sons and Company bought out the elevator and busir ss 


of Ghaples Ruch? and built a new elevator in 1888. fPossibly 


sometime after 18°90, the original Ruehl grain office was moved 
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from aiong the Tllinais Sentral Raihroad, in the south part ef 
Rorsyth, ta across the stxeet. frem the JOOP Hall, . It became 
the two wegt. rooms of .the heme of the Mglott family, This jes 
ter, during World War If, became the home of Henry Hddings and 
fs now, with pemodeljng and modernigjing, the hame of John & Mare 
garet Green. The home ig loeated on the seutkeast cerner of 
Spith apd Moon streets. - 6 6; SS 7 

in 1878, Henry @. Mawpy maved his headayarters to Decatur, 
Later.that year, he returned to Forsyth and made it his home, 
My, Mowry lived in one of the older hougee in Forsyth. The house 
was budlt in 1864 by Du, Baxter, who lived in it and practiced 
medicine fay a year ef two prier to his death, Mr. Mowry lived 
there until hia death on February 10, 1908, . 

Mr. Mowry was married to Nenrietta Plood on August 22, 1872. 
They had two children, Dr. Albert E., 4 Chicago physician, ana 
Atfred Henry, whe died at 6 years of age, Mrs. Henrietta M. 
Mowry lived im the Mowry home in Forsyth until her death in 1933, 

oope years later, the business and plant were sold to J. B. 
Good of Bearsdale, who later sold out to the Crocker Elevator 
Co. of Maroa. 

... On Fuly 1, 1901, Lynden P. Bowden came to Forsyth as mana= 
“ger of the Crocker Elevator. He remained there until the eleva~ 
tor was sold to the Shellabarger Zlevator Co. of Decatur in 1905. 
He retained the position of manager under the new owners and 
continued in the position until leaving Forsyth in 1914 to move 


to another elevator. 
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- Douglas Williams came to Forsyth as elevator manager. and 
Yived with his wife and, four children in the. Ruéhl home which 
had just been vacated by the Bowden family,. . 

Vietor Dewein Sr., who formerly was in the grain busine sg 
in Warrensburg and Decatur, took over the management of the Por- 
syth Elevator in 1921 and ran it along with the Roy Rlevator . 
until his death some years later. Pp tnt bee —— oS 
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. in 1926, Vietor C. Dewein Jr,., succeded to the management 
of the two elevators, The increase in the demand for ground and 
mixed feeds made it necessary, around 1938, to make the north end 
-Of the Forsyth Elevator into a feed mill. hater in 1942, a. 
targe sacked feed warehouse was built to the west of the eleva- 
tor. A year or so later, an addition was built on to the. north. 

Mixed feed for livestock was made up for customers in a 
large ‘area around Forsyth including shipments to Chicage. 

The elevator and feed mill burned down in December, 1945. 
The Porsyth Lumber Co. had a fenced-in builders supply yard 
where the elevator stqod, A large ranch style home now stands 
where the old grain office was and an oil eennany bulk plant is 
‘On the south part of the property. 
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a ‘ CHARLES FREDERICK WRILEPP . 
‘Charles Wetlepp was born Dec. 9, 1819 near Halhle, Ger- 
Many. Mr. Weilepp was married to Eva Christina Hyer in the year 

184%. In 1851, with his wife and children, he came to America 

and Janded in New York. Mr, Weilepp came to Illinois in 1858 

ang later to Forsyth in 1885. _ Ct * 2 ae pare | 
Edward, his second son, was the owner of a general estore 

in Forsyth. His marraige to Miss Emma Mowry, niece of Henry C. 
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Mewry, eccurred in 1881, He later moved to St. John, Kansas, 

David Weilepp, the next oldest sen, was_married.to Miss 
JTda Mgon of Forsyth,. Two.sons were born to them, Hugh, and Harrys 
For a number of years, David. Weilepp was,a farmer, He later . 
moved tq Maroa. where he syned and. ran a hardware store before 
aya during World: War 1, 

Lavra, Mr, Weilepp's youngest daughter, became the wife of 

John MeKiniey in 1884, They- lived 1:4 miles east of Forsyth, 
This farm is gill owned by one of the MeKinley family. To Laura 
and John MeKinley were born 6 ehildren. James married Ruby Ma- 
lene (this unien produced 2 ehildren - Evelyn, who married Wayne 
Woodcoek and Waiter. Esther married Arthur Renton, Maude married 
Albert Benton, Walter married Fay Reynolds, Nellie married 
Clarence Berry, and Mabel. Mabel and her mother moved to Forsyth 
in 1912, They lived in the Prank Brown house until Mabel's 
marraige to A. D, Tillman, Mabel and Mr. Tillman built a new 
home along Raute 51 southeast of Forsyth... Mr. Tillman was the 


Titinoise Central agent for over 40 years. 


ARTHUR G. RieNTON 

Arthur Benton was horn Sept. 9, 1825, near Columbus, Ohio, 
On fam, 14, 4847, at French Grant, Ohio, he was married to HEli-~ 
zabeth Kettle. Of thie umion, 8 children were born. One of 
these 8 children, Victor, born Sept. 26, 1854, accompanied his 
father to Illinois in 1867. ‘They made the jommey in a wagon. 

Mr. Berton owned and @perated a grocery store in Sugar . 
Grove, Ohio, where Nove.7, 1862, his wifé died and is buried 
in Powell, Ohio. Soon after his marriage, Feb. 25, 1864, to 


Miss Emma Rutherford, He moved to Illinois and engaged im farm- 
Tee 


ing until 1878, when he bought the grocery store of Jospeh Rues 
My. Benton lived in the first house north of the Benton store 
and ran the grocery business. He disd May 12, 1894, His wife, 
Emma, lived in that house for 3% years, until her death in Aug, 
26, 1927, . haw : = - 2 | 

In t875, Victer W. Benton was wnited in marriage to Miss 
Nettie Stewart. Seven children were, born to them. Maud, 2 mv- 
aic teacher in Forsyth: Lyman, bank cashier of Cassody, Kansas: 
Albert, who married Maud McKinley, (they had four daughters 
Marion, who married Voris Conner and later moved to Florida, 
Dorothy of Kankakee, Virginia, a secretary and now retired, 
Kathleen, who married Elbert Stone); Robert Benton, who later © 
moved to Decatur, (he had two children, Charlotte and Victor); 
Arthur Benton, who later was in business with his father, (he 
married Esther McKinley and they had three sons, Arthur Jr., 
Wayne and Paul); Fred Benton, a graduate of the University of 
Illinois, was a civil engineer with the Illinois Cantral Rail- 
road. Ne.served in World War 1 in France, After the war, he 
mace his home in New Jersey; Edna Benton attended LTilinois ..- 
Normal University.and was a registered nurse in Decatur Hospi- 
tal. She later retired and lived at hamée tees 

Victor Benton in 1880, several years after farming, took 
over he grocery business of his father. Huekster wagons from 
the Benton store served the area around Forsyth for a number of 
years. Farm products’ guch.as eggs, butter, chickens, etc. were 
taken in exchange for grocery ittems from the store. Robert and 
Albert Benton drave the wagons. Vietox continued, in that busi- 
ness until two years before his death in February of 1912, when 


his son, Arthur, took over the grocery store, This made three 
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‘generations of Bentons in the same business. 

A new stere building was built on the west end of the Ben= 
ton store Lot, next to the M, E. Chnreh, This was around 1913. 
Later, Arthur Benton bought the dance hall and confectionery. 
This was around 1930, He ran the dance hall and the grocery 
business in the building formerly aes as & confectionery. 
Arthur "Benton died Dec. 5, 7937. 

The Benton home on Ruehl street was small, at first con- 
sisting of the two west rooms of the present structure. This 
part of the house was probably built by George Shaffer. Victor 
Benton added two rooms to the east, on the ground level, and 
later put on the second floor making the house a large two-story 
nine room house. Other alterations and improvements were made 


some years later. 


SAMUEL WEAVER 

Samuel Weaver was born in Pennsylvanie, the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Conrad Weaver. He was the fourth of 10 Sneuiale en After 
his fathers death in 1842, Samuel stayed on the fark and iater 
went to Carlisle, Pennsylvania and became a blacksmiths appren= 
tice. He married Sarah Sailer in 1850 and came to Hickory Point 
Township. 

The newlywed couple. had a horse and wagon and. $2.50 when 
they arrived in October 1850. They bought $1.00 worth of flour 
and for another dollar, a half a hog. Samuel Weaver later 
hauled plow parts from Peoria to a local factory, He also took 
produce to St. Louis, Missourt. . . 

He immediately began to buy land ard was primarily inter- 
ested in raising cattle. Most of the land purchased was in Ma- 


con County. However, some was purchased in adjoining counties 
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and as. far away as the state of Kangas, flis helidines in 1904, 
. were said to be worth @ half miliion dollars, This comprised 
more than 6000 aeres. : 

My, Weaver died suddenly from a heart attack jn March of 
1905, The Oroesgmans, northeast of Warrensburg, the Keisters, 
and the Lehmana, north of Forsyth and near LaPlese weve heirs 
$0 hig estate. Samuel Veaver's gon, Ghariea, wes ailing an heir 
and some of hie descendants owned the land where the Hickory. 
Point Malb 19 tedaye yn ey pak 


? 
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A s . UUADELEN PAMILY ne he) 
Geerge Inajlen, after spending his early life buying and 
Beltline herses in Southern Tllinois, bought the farm gouth of 
Cox gtreet between Elweed and. the Illinois Central Railroaé. He 
Later owned most of the hleck where the Forsyth Village Hall 
and firehonse now stand. He also owned the so called FBungae , 
vow" (carner of Smith and Ruehl) now.remodeled into a resi- 
Aenee. Re se | : ae oe 
+ Hie son, Tom, worked on farms around Forsyth and later be- 
cane a moterman for the Jilinois Traction System. He married 
Pearl Parkhurst and their five children were Fdwin, killed in 
- World War II, Mrs. Pauline Peterson of Bloomington, George who. 
@ied at age 7 or 8, Mrs. Stella Easter of Oklahoma City, Okla-= 
shoma, and Elmer, deceased. . Pc ee 
To Rlmer Luallen and his wife, Mary Ellen MceCormach, were 
born five ahildren. James, an athletic director at Fort Collins, 
Selorade, Pdtrieia Mullins of Decatur, Gary an Athlectic coach 
eat-Normel, Tam of Clinton who is at Staleys, and Norene Perry 
ef Normal, : 
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The grandmorther,, Pearl: Luallen, in her later years, the. 
min 50'b,, wasr a housekeeper, in. the, home of Ray. Rodgers. ang; Dale. 
Evans,, famous: westenn: teleyision stars, who- had a ranch in. Qahi=. 
fornia... che wes. their hopseakeeper, fox about: 2: years, < 
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: MAROUTS FAMILY. 


William Mangpis wae. barn im Eosey, County,, Indiana, on Nove, 
2%, 1830.. He: came: to: Rustvildie,, Schugher County, Ilimoks, when, 
he was. 10 years-old. Later he: moved, to: Pike. Counrty,, then, moyeh 
to: a farm. soutieast of Marea, where he. remained! until 992, when, 
he retired firom. farm: work and moved to Forsyth where he Ghed 
Peb. 27, 1.908% 

He married Miss Cnitoe M. G@ovey Lpr#). 20, 1854. To them were 
Dorn 13 children as follows. 

Mary Adaline — marriiem Fred: Creekmur ~ @ chijldrem - farmed 
Y.8. of Forsyth. 

~Henery and wife, Mary, moved frem Forsyth ta Decatur, worked 
at Dauts Greem House amd Tater had a flower business on Pershing 
Road. They had four chilGren. 

Leonard never married. He died when he was middle age, 

William-married Ada Weaver, sister of Willaim Weaver and 
faymed west of Forsyth - 2 ehéldrer. 

- Emily (died at age 3t]-married Mark Walters. They farmed 
héar and later Lived in Varrensburg. 3 childred-William, Ernest, 
ané Mable, 

Elien-marriead William H. Weaver, Hickory Point Road Com- 
missioner and farmer, 
Oliver=married Rheta Batchelder, later moved to Deeatur, 


4 dattghiters. 
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Jemes-married Phoebe Clayton, lived at Argenta. One daughter. 
Le 


Alfred (Dick)-married Carny Peckert, hived jn Pegatuy ad 
was. With the TTRineis, Central. Qae gdaughtes, Abert and his . 
brother, Alfreé, were twang, . —_ ; 

Pmagence-marrke@ J.d. Baboock, farmed near -Oreana, 5 children, 
: Bljgabeth-margted Ira Elliott dived tn Forsyth, 4 childwens 
Lily of Miamishura, Chie, Hareha af Decatur, Alfred whe tater 
mared te Kentucky, Bertha whe lived in Poyayth-mapried Frank 
Gretcher-5 childrens am | 

Ralphs=narried’ Minaie Hetler, Lived in forsyth and was in 
the maintenance department of 1.2.9. 3 daughtens-Edna, whe nam 
ried Wiliam €. Long, village fire chief and new on vwiilace 
zoning hoards One daughterg Berneitta now -in Jackgonwille, Flore 
tda-Qne daughter; Rileen married Billy Hardy whe is now preai- 
‘tent -of willage board 3 daughters and one san, 

EB CG. DAVIS 

Ed €. Davis, who probably spent his early years in Bethany 
ané Dalton City, was first mentioned among the Forsyth grocery] 
ea ehen Tc bought the stock of Bartlett Seegrest and Co, in the 
store building the "Bungaloo" (S.E. corner of Ruehl and Smith) 
and later disposed of the grocery store at an .auction,. 

The building occupied by the "Economy Store" on Smith atreet, 
midway between Fitch and Ruehl, was built by the Shellabarger 
Elevator Co. in t906, A large stock was put in and the business 
en ee, for the company by Ed Davia. 

Mr. Davis worked in the Economy Store thru the fire of t914 
which totally destroyed the building. He then worked in the 
temporary store in the IOOF Hall,and later in the new brick etore 
on the west side of the Hayes property. 
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He and his wife, Mary Parkhurst lived in the residanee on 
Ruehl strret just wesk of the Methodist Ghurch, This heuge wag 
‘ bought following the fire in, 1974 in which the Parkhurst home. 
was. burned alsQ. ; a : - 

He was .a man of expertence in the. grocery business ax doubt- 
tess his abilities contributed ta the suecess of the various 
stores where he worked under five or more. different managers from 


1906 until his death around 1928. 


LUCIEN WN. LINDSEY 

Lueien N. Lindsey, WI. was torn Joly 3%, t477, uear 
Gasner, Illinefs. Dr, Lindsey spent his boyhood on the farm 
with his father. He finished the cowstry school course anf fol- 
towed it. by three yearge in Northwestern Normal at Beskmnezi, gra= 
duating in the teachers course, after which ke taught sehsol for 
. two years in Macon County. He entered the college of Physicians 
and. Surgeons at: St. Lovis, Missouri, graduating after a four 
year course in 1S05.. He located im DPorsyth in May of the same 
year and, at once, emtered into a large and lucrative practice. 

He united in. marriage with Ressié MeDorald of Macomi County 
om Sept. 14, 1905. 

Dr.. Lindsey served im the Medtiical. Corps of thé Ue S. Army 
as. a Lieutenant Colénwe? in Northern France during World War 7. 
Aftter the war he returned to his medi¢al practice in Forsythe 
Dr. Lindsey served the community until his death om April 7, 
7955, at the ages: of 77. Dr. Lindsey is buried in the Point 


Pleasant: Cemetery near Long Creek, IL. 
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HINKLE FAILY 
William A. Hinkle was born lieve 29), 1050. 1n , Caz less ke, Penn= 
sylvania near Hanrisburg.,, When 1é+ years of age, he came EO 
Lllaimnozs and worked on a large farm near Bement fom 2 years, Here 
Ire’ learned’ to ber a Hieleltematit and got a avemicdae. Greate and 
animal husbandrye Mr. Hinkle Later worked on a farm near YWarrens- 


pure, sian tae 
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He ianwiled Amanda Ivens on aoe. NOs, ReTeT i, Maved on 3 
farm one mile west and one mile north of theavil, He naised and 
sold pedigreed Chester shite hogs, horses, and ponies. Lanshans, 
4 popular wndea of chickens at that time, were raised and ex= 
hibited at Specimen Parnas by Mr. Hinkle. 

There was a large orchard and garden with fruit trees and 
berrées. In addition to a modern home-were a large barn, a corn 
crib, an. implement shed and a-fully equipped blacksmith shop 
Where Mr. Hinkle would shoe horses. 

- To William nintae and wife, Amanda, were born four daush— 
ters and one son - Myrtle (Mrs. Robert Totten); Ethel (Mrs. Roe 
Trimmer); Orville who married Ola Bana Gillen: Iva (Mrs. Edwin 
Hayes); and Ruth (ieee John Rowe). 

Mr. pene’ was the inventor of the sliding bottom and tele- 
“ scoping wind-straw stacker with’ adjustable hood for use on ea ee 
separators and Pisin hier. He held several patents on this 
svaeker taken out in aie Cahgy ‘and mid ‘1890's, Production and 
Sate was under a royality contract vith Russell Wind ae Co. 
of indianapo jams, Inéiana, 

Mr, Hinkle built a 10 room modern home on the South side 
of Cox street in 1912. This house was one of the nicer homes 
in Forsyth. It was two stories with a curved porch .across the 
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front and extending along each side. This porch was designed 
for the placement of poreh furniture, such as @ elider, at any 
place on the porch. There was a big fireplace in the dining 
room and a large basement beneath the house, - 

Back of the house was a garden, some fruit trees, a grape 
arbon, and some hives of haney bees. jin a small chicken house, 
Mr. Hinkle continued to raise black Lanshan arenes 

In a Reo car, Mr. Hinkle installed a; manually operated turn 
Signal. He drove this car out to his farm, to Decatur, and a- 
“round the neighborhood during his retirement years, 


== 


Mrs. Amanda Hinkle died June 8, 1936 and Mr. Hinkle on July 
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295, 1921. 


GLOSSER PARTLY 

John and Mary Glosser lived in the third house south from 
. Moon street on the east side of Smith street. They bought the 
lot from William & Cynthia Cox in 1912 and built a house later. 

John Glosser was born in Pennsylvania, served in the Civil 
ame fond took part in the battle of Gettysburg. 

Four boys were: born of this marriage: 
Wilkiam ~- Children: Chester, Alma, Delwin, Harold, Margaret 
George - Ghildren: Bernice, Russell, Robert, Mary, layne 
Charles ~ Children: Chan, Walter, Helen, John, William 
irvin - Chikdren: Gladys, Dorothy, Nadene | 

Robert and Margie Glosser bought. the property from the 
Glosser Estate. In 1963, the house was purchased by Howard and 


Faye Walters. 
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DES FAMILY 
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Folin William ant Mary touEse Dawe lived in Forsyth in the 


aie = 


early 1900's and had a family of 6 children. Mr. Davis was a 


brick mason from’ Vandalia, Tllinois. After coming to Forsyth, 


he became the local eraymen with a horse and Seeing WagOne 


The oldest ON» James, married Elvie Miller. They had 3 
Se Louise, Bessie and Velma. The second SON » Harry, 
had one SON, Hershel. Charles. had five daughters - ‘Doris, Margie s 


Gesmines Letha and Charleen. 
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Erma had three children, Fileen, Norman and John Keith. 
Minnie married Roy Orr and had one daughter who is now Mrs. Helen 


Cripe. Della had two children, Estel and Wayne. 


: HARMON BROTHERS. 

The Harmon ¥ DEOLME TS). Grant and J. Me, were the leading . 
building contractors in Forsyth deine peers uO the cadhy 1900's, 
The Grant cava bOyS, aimee: Joseph, James and denry, helped 
in many of the undertakings by the Harpons. ‘They worked at car- 
pentry in surrounding towns in the wenéwai area. One large con= 
senate Job was oh. Wise Road Elevator north of Forsyth. 

Grant Harmon built his home north of ‘tne LOQOF ae Je Me 
Sarton built his neal on the south side of Ruehl street. There 


might have been twelve or more houses in foray th built by the 


Harmons and their emrloyees,. 


CHARLES BLAZER FAMILY 
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Charles Blager and family lived and farmed guce east. of 
Forsyth and, upon retirement, moved to a home lok Uh of the 
Methodist Church in Forsyth. Mr. Blazer was originally from 
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Ohio, He married Jennie Muller, who came from Germany with her 
family while still quite young. 

The oldest daughter was Lois, followed by Bernaid who 
married Lois Rutherford and Donald who married Florence Hoffman. 

Dorothy, married to Forest Alexander, had two children(Allen 
and Carol Ann) and lives near Forsythe John, married to the 
former Dorothy Gardiner has four giris (Phyllis, Beverly, Joyce 
and Bonnie) and lives in Forsyth Estates on the northwest side 
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of the village. 
SAMUEL MILLER FAMILY 

Samuel Miller retired from a farm two miles north of ‘For- 
syth (east side of Rt. 51) and bought a house in mosareia ( fie Sip 
house from Shaffer St.) along east sale of Smith street. 

Mine children comprised the Samuel Miller family. They 
_were Edward, Chatles, Eli, Pearl (Mrs. Guy Doran), Grover (mar- 
ried to Hagel Crowl). Grover and Hazel had one daughter, Mrs. 
Gladys Perkins and one son, Elwood. ) 

Daughter, Elvie, married James Davis (daughters-Louise, 
Bessie, and Velma). There were two more Miller sons, Herman 
and Harry. The youngest daughter in the Miller family, Iva, 


married Lloyd Frances. 


THE PARKHURST FAMILY 
Daniel Parkhurst was born June 2, 1347 near Franklin, In- 
diana. He enlisted in the Union Army on August 2, 1862. Mr. 
Parkhurst took part in many battles throughout che Civil War, 
including General Sherman:'s marcn to tre sea. He later was in 


the Grand Review in Washineton‘P.C. in April of 1865 after the wag. 
eye 


Ne farmed. at hig home after the wap, lLaten in 4872, he 
eane tg Marga, then to Arkansas for two. yeara, He came #9 Fore 
syth om. August 16, 1987. | 
My, Parkhurst was postmaster frem 1893497, townehip clexk 
fex te years, scohg@oal dipeetor 12 yearg and agent for the Illinois 
Traekien System in Forsgyth for 4 yeaps. ; 

Dante] married. Mary Hornback in 198%, They had six ehildren, 
Brfie married Bert Lehman and tived in haPlace, TAlineis, They. 
mag three childrer - Charlotte, Katherine, and Louls Lee. Daniel 
an¢d Mary's son, Alvin, died at age t4.. 

Myrtle married Lewis Brewer and lives itn Kansas City, Misgeupi. 
fhey had six children. Pearl married Tom Twallen, They had five 
children. F 

froy married Helen Virginia Nanee, They had one gon, Sarl 
E., who has four children. Ruth married Elsie Kirby whe died in 
am auto accident. They had three children - Danie], Robert, and 
Junior. Ruth later married Gaye Kitner. She now lives in Vire 


finia with her son, Daniel. 


THE We. He. FOREWALT FANTLY 

William Henry Fornwalt moved from a farm several miles 
northwest of Forsyth to a home in Forsyth. The house is the - 
second house south of Shaffer street on the west side of Smith 
street. Mr. Fornwalt and his wife, Mary Isabelle, had six 
children. 

One son,,Guy, and his wife, Flo, had ten children - Ernest, 
Charleéna, Fhillip, David, Nellie, Lila, Ralph, Donald, Neil and 
Laura Lee. The other son, Frank, and his wife, Sofia, hat five 


¢children=- Elwood, Enid, Kenneth, Véera.and Leon, 
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Harriet Foynwalt married Brvest Walters (deceased), They 
had one daughter, Margie, Harriet was later married to Wikijem 
Newmin whe ig also deceased, Mabel, Fornwalt was mareied *@ Al= 
fred Elitott, now deqeased, Phey had three children =z Betty Beli, 
Alfred Blaine dr, and Hligabeth, Mabe later married Herman 
Billerman. Oora Fornwalt} parried William Dongofski whe ig now 
decased. The youngest daughter is Ruth Forpwalt. 

_ +s THR: DANTER, GELLEN PANTRY 

Daniel Gillen, married, Ita Reva Lewry, They had a famihy 
ef seven children. and Lived en a farm two mites east ef Forsyth. 
They latex moved to Forsyth im a house north of the Forsyth 
Methedist Churche, : 

Charles married Minnie Moser, Qa Edna married Qnva ike 
Hinkle, Fred married Cexrke Hazelvig, Homer marpied Nina Bate, 
Nellie married Harotd Hockaday. Roy married Belem Yawn, The 
youngest son, Emery, marpged; Pereie Hazelrag. ' 

r oO 
0 OID. HQUSES, AND BULTLDINGS 

The house on the northwest corner of, Blweod and Meow was + 
originally a barragks for the Irish and German Immigrants whe 
built the Illincis. Central Reilroad. It was built around t850, 
was. located in the seutheast part off Forsyth and later maved to: 
its present location sometime.after: the completion df the. raile 
road, It. is the oldest Building in: Forsyth. “ 

Gordon Songer came to Macon County in 1860. He engaged in 
farming. until 1864, when.he'came to Forsyth and ereeted the first 
dwelling in the village. This. dwelling is now on the southeast 


corner of Elwood.and Moon, It. formerly stood on the next lot. 


S°y sag 
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& second dwelling was, built thar same joes Dr. Barter. 
it was later owned and oceupied by RH, Gy Mowrye . 

There is a @ifferenoe of opinion ag ta which of these houses 
was built first. However, it is agreed that they were bukit the 
game year, probably one in the gpying and the other in the fall, 

The buitding on the southeast eerner of Smith and Rueh} was 
one time referred to as the “BUREALON It waa built by Weilenp | 
and MeMijtlen for a grocery SCONE. The upper re served as a 
lodge hall from January +882 unt? @ yoars Later when a, Bay ane 
was built. The new Lodge haa wae built one plook north on the 
same street. oo , . 

Mr, Edward FelMcup sold aut te his partner, MoMillan. E.B. 
Mason, for a time, ran the business for Mr. MeMitlane After 
the death of Mr. MeNillan, the business was sold to Cooper and 
Roby. Phey naan sold the business to Jigzomé Shigher, who jn. 
turn, sold the business to Bartlett, Seegrest and Co, After a 
year or two, the business was sold Edward Davis, who pepo? 


* 


of the stock at auction. 
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Phe store was vacant for a year one ‘then Josers Cooper put 


in a stock of goods and aftéra year or two, sold to George Mel- _ 
horn. After Mr. Melhorn sold the business to Frank Kohler the 
. business was allowed to run down until there was practically: 
nothing left of it. | 

The back part of the store, on the first floor, was a 
billiard hall for some time. Robert Totten had a barber shop 
in the front part. Later the building was converted into first 
and second floor apartments, After extensive remodeling, it se! 


converted into a residence. 
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The. Tliinois Central station heyse, from Warrensburg, has 
been moved to the rear and mow adjoins the original ‘building. 
The old Blinois ‘Centred station wag used as 4. gift shop, for 
about a year whem the property. was omined by Elizabeth, and Egon 
‘Wolffe. The present owner ig; Richard, MeKirahan who uses the 
station howse for his Insurance husiness. ‘ao 
The V. @. Hays residence (NW. corner of Rueh] and Sm tin} 
was kuilt in the hE, ts hy Pettseh. It was used as a store by 
Petseh, Parkhurst, and others. Wm. HB. Walters ran @ grocery 
store after: purchasing it im 1927. Mr. Walters: and his family 
eceupied part af the bufl@ing as @ resitidewee. Jeseph Janes 
“bought. the property from the Walters estate in 1973. Im James: 
ana his wife. made improvements on the property and engaged im 
the selling of antiques.. se ea, Cracker Barrel Ymn=— 
ans. Mr. danes: died in 1.978. ; 
Across the street east, stood the dwelling and store Buiikt 
by Wm. Erwine The building was: later moved to: the adjaiming lot 
and is new a dwelling. This homse was: eceupied by Mrs. Grr amd, 
some years: later, by C.K... Gooper, MeParlandie, Younkers and Daren 
“pontse - © 
The House om the southwest corner of. Ruehl-and Smtth. was 
built in 1865. The hause was probably built. by Frank WeilLepp. 
Later, James Fenner conducted a hotel there fox some time. Mary 
Stewart owned and lived in the house along with Frank and Fiera 
Stewart, whe moved in Tatex. The howse was bought By Joe Harmon 
in 1945 and is still owned by his. daveliter, Mes. Karl (Christina) 
Jendry. Mrs. Jendry sold the house-to Mr. Byron (Barney) Ragbaced 
iw 1986.. He completely remodeled the interior and moved ft after 


a fiwe year stay in Arkansas. Later, the house was sold to 
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Ramey*s daughter, Ginda Yalker, Barpay and his wife, Phyllis 
returned to Arkansase . 

. Tae house Iogated om the southwest cayner oF Smith and Fiteh 
ang the heuse to the south, are owned by Mrg. Nadene Matthews. 
they were huilt in 1876, 

The Frank Brown hownse on Flwoed street ig Joeated on the 
east side between Bitch and Ruehl. It was made af concrete, the 
walis ane foundation are 10 Inches thiek. Chia house was built 
tn 4902 ant remaina lu excellant conditjon.toe this day, 

, It has been said that the cenerete was mixed hy Rand, carried 
in buckets, amd poured into the forms toe make the walle of the 
howse, The ceilings are 94 feet tall ané the baseboards around 
the reoms inside are also made of concrete@e 

Fhis hovse was aureHaces os Mrg. Laura MeKinley in 1912 and, 
many years later, was sold to I. N. Nalone who in 1943 gold it to 
Roy Sehrotl. Mrs... Opal Schroll Glosser still liwes there, 

Frank Brown built the house to the north alsa, This hause 
was occupied by Dr.,J. N. Lindsey untii he built his new house 
on Ruehi street. He probably built his house around 1910. The 
Arthur Benton family lived in and ovned the north Brown house 
from possibly19#2 wumtil 1973. 

, fhe building occupied py Economy Store was built by the 
Shellabarger Elevator Co. in 1906. A large stock was put in and 
the business was conducted for the company by Ed C. Davis. Some 
time after, Stadler and Myers took charge and conducted the busl# 
mess until the gate to A. W,. Hendricks, who Later Sold it to 
Be Be Collins. 

The Beonomy Store buiiding burned down around 1914. Along 


with the Economy Store, the Harmon Bros. Carpentry Shop and the 
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Mary, Parkhurst home, were also burned in, that-fdre. A temporary 
store. was set up in the [OOF Hall for about a year. The. present, 
, briek building: on tle-back of the lat (the residence qf Vv. T. 
Hayes at that time). was- byilt the next year after the, fire. A 
blacksmith shop located on the west end- of tip Hays propenty had. 
to be moved‘ north to: make. rqom for the. brick, store. 

The- business was: later seta to C. Kk. Cooper in 1920. Noah 
Still, in 1927, ran the. stone. for about, five. years when, it. was. 
taken back over by C., Ka, Gaopems In, +940,, Mn., Cooper: died; ang 
six years later the. Cooper heirs. sold. tq Marwin, Randall (1946). 

In 1949 Mr.. Randall sold the business. and the store. became 
known, as the Gillen-Glosser stare. Im, 1958, the merchandise was 
sold and the grocery-store closed:., Phe buildimge continues. to 
‘have the post office in the front, some: stenage space in the 
back and an. apartment above. : 

The first blacksmith was ‘iilliam Eppler,-.who seld te, Bavad 
Plank “The next. one in order was V.1., Hays. and after his death, 
Ge place was fitted by these in turn: Hb... Strain, nay Lehew, 
and Arthur McCord. 

Nan. Hobbs built the garage building: on the east side of 
Smith street (between Ruehl and Fitch) amd ran a garage and 
blacksmith shop there some years before and during World War t. 


Shortly after the war, ©. C. dor baught the garage and built a 


home’ just to the north and ren a garage, blacksmith, and: welding 


shop. Mr. Odor sald out in 1945 to: Harold wilbur who ran the 


welding shop and at one time, made fertilizer spreaders, 
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A couple of years later, Hershal Wisnasky bought the dwell- 
ing and garage. With Harold DeMent and Tony Mueller, he formed 
the Tryco Mfg. Co. and made crop sprayers. R.t& West and his 
son, Robert West, joined the business which grew to such a volumn 
that the Tryco Mfg. Go. moved to larger quarters in Decatur in 1950, 
Hershal Wisnasky continued to operate a machine shop on the premises 
until 1959 when he sold to Pure Oil Co, The building was later 
taken over by the 4 & R Oil Co., whose business was gascline station 
installation and repair. It is now owned by Estes Construction 
Cow and bs used for steerage of equipment. 

The building along the alley (5.%. corner of Ruehl and El- 
wood) might have been a blacksmith shop many years previous to 
the time when it was used by Carl Cooper as a feed store and 
garage. This was around the year 1914. Mr. Cooper was in busi-e- 
ness enhly a short time. Hemmam Cooper, a bretjhem, man a poo hades 
and luncty counter tm he buildime, Later adding a contectioneny , 
and sometime later a dance hall, 

M!£e dance hald started ont first as a damce pnlatiorm. Laker, 
a large removable canvass was used to protect the wooden floor, 
Still later, the hall was enclosed with a regular roof. This all 
took place during 7.W.1. 

Frank Schein took over the pool hall and confectionery and 
sometime later, Arthur Henton bought the building and ran the 
dance hall. This was imthe early 1930's. The dance hall was 
later converted into a roller rink. Ferry Bullock and later Alma 
Schenck ran the pool hall and confectionery. William Lowe bought 
the business from Schenck and ran the business until 1933. A.G. 
Benton moved his grocery store into the old confectionery. @Wob 


tetten had a parber shop in the front end of the old pool @igmh. 
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Some years -.later, after the death of Mr. Benton, the gro- 
cery store went out of business and the pool hall and confec- 
tionery were made into apartments. This occurred in 193’. 

fred bulilavan moved part of the dance hall to thé east side 
af BMith St., tn thé Herth part of Forsyth. He mad@® it inte a 
dwelling, using the remainins lumber from the hall to complete it. 

The apartments, remaining from the dance hall and confec- 
tionery, were later occupied by the Jennings Cabinet Shop until 
1962. At that time, they were occupied by the Turner Lawn Equip- 
ment Co. Dave floffman had a cabinet shop there for 3 years prior 
to 1°76. The east side of the building is now used as a flower 
shop and the west side by Richard's Furniture, 

Alone the alley and across fram the brick store, Clifford 
McKay built a confectionery and ran it for a short time. Bob 
Totten had a barber shop in the building for many years. William 
Lowe opened up a tavern in 1933 and sold ovt to Walter Lehman and 
Cech. Crowk. After a year or two they went ovt of busimess. 

James Harmon ran a confectionery there in 1935, followed by 
Howard Walters in 1936 and 1937. The business was sold to Virgil 
Trummel in 1938. The restaurant became a residence with a small 
woodworking shop prior to 1945, when Hlvis King made it into'a 
permanent home adding several rooms, a garage etc. Mrs. Kir 
lived there until her death. After her death, the house was 
sold to the village of Forsyth in 1982. The King residence was 


torn down in the summer of 1982. 
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Me. &. CHURCH 

Religious services were held in the dwellings of the seattered 
settlers by various circuit riders until the s@hool-nouge, were 
puilt. Tne school house in Forsyth was used by various denomi- 
mations. The present Baptist Uhurch in Oreana was organized in 
the old Forsyth school. houses. When Oreana was laid out, the 
SOCLéety meved ith to that piace, 

In 1866, the Methodist society was organized by H. Ss 12 ¥em 
and services were held in the school house regularly until the 
erection of the present building in 1868. ° The dedicatory sermon 
was delivered by Presiding Elder, W. Travis. The first pastemewins 
charge of the new church was Rev. A. Semple. George Shaffer gave 
+he ground for.the original M.e. Chureh. A. J. Gher ake 2 
Stewart were carpenters in charge of the erection of the building. 

Additions were made to the church as the need arose. A west 
wing was added in October of 1911. In 1914, the Church Society 
known as the Emery Church was disbanded and the materials from 
that building were used to build the east wing. In 1926.came the 
church basement in which fellowship suppers were served, 

In 1956, the old west wing was torn down to make way for 
the sanctuary. The tower chimes, a memorial to the Harmon Family, 
were installed in 1960. A church parsonage was built in August 
of 1966. The lot to the north was acquired providing for future 
expansion and a parking area. 

The Old original church was completely demolished and a new 
addition was built making an extension to the fellowship hall, a 
new kitchen and four class rooms on tte lower level. On the main 
floor the pastor’s offiee, the church school office, an@iitapaaeerc 
class rooms were added. A balcony addition was added to the sanc-— 
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tuary along With one large class room.and some storage space. 
These additions were completed during 1966 and 1967, 
The Methodist Churches joined with the United Brethern and 
the Porsyth Church is now known as the United Methodist Church. 
Pastors for the Forsyth Methodist Church are listed. Many 
of these pastors will be remembered by the people in this area 


today. There were 25 before 1907. 


Rey, Hse F. Powell 1907-08 HOV, os o. Leh ine 1941-44 
Reve. C. W. Clark 4909 Rev. Vingtl Leonard 1945-49 
Rev. Oscar Stewart 1910 Rev. V. S. Chaffee 1950-55 
Rey. £. M. Simelair 1911 Rev... Ce Dea cmith 1956-57 
Rev. E. Blackman 1912 wWeRev. RR. 5, Pinder 1958-62 
Rev. A. B. Carberg 1913-14 Rev. de, bh. Melwin 1962 
Rev. Pepping 1915-16 Rev. Jas. McClarey 1962-66 
ewe me Wee Tek) 1917-21 Rev. V. W. Gross 1968-69 
Rev. H. Montgomery 1922-26 Rev. R. C. Powell 1969-70 
Rev. Donald Lemkau 1927-28 Rev. Dale Sanner 1971 
Rev. D. “Hh. Abbott 1929 Rev. DA. Black 1971-78 
Reve John S. Lugg 1930-31 Rev. D. Hawongh ere 
Rev. R&R. W. Tolson P52 


Rev. Dowald H. Gibbs 1933-34 
Rev. Thomas Parkinson 1935-37 
new, ih. 6. Bllzeon 1938-40 


Miss Maud Benton was, for many years, the only organist or 
pianist. Whichever was neeéed, hiss Benton provided the music. 
She was succeeded by Miss Lois Blazer who served for a number of 
yearse 

Two of the earlier Sunday School Superintendants were H. C. 
Mowry and C. A. Thrift. Mary Irvin was also an early superintendante 
Later ones were George Gardner, Chris Trummell, Carios Kinkaid, 
Hld@em Sechrolil, H. J. Pombelle, Robert Swartz, Donald Westerman, 
James Luallen, Steve Reining, Emery Gillen, Donald McCool and 


bverett Cubklison, 
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This group of ladies prepare Thanksgiving Dinner at the JOOF Hall 


to help raise money for expenses for M.E. Church and IOOF members, 


FRont Row: second Rows 

Mrs. Chick Glosser Ina Butler NcKinley 

Mrs. Ferguson Miss Maud Benton 

Mrs. Lizzy Rokey Miss Etta Bixler 

Mrs. Magle Surface Miss Bdna Benton 

Mrs. Lbura mceKinley Mrs. Grant Harmon 
Cynthia Cox (a relative of Mrs. McCool) Elizabeth Marquis Bligett 
Blanch NcKay Butts Mrs. McCook 


Iris Adams Clough 
Littie Hliliott Surface 


Rack Row: 


Miss Mary Stewart 

Mrs. Barney Mae Harmon 
Mrs. Nettie Renton 
Mrs. Frank Sawyer 


is 


The old Benton house on Hiwood Street just north of the 


own in the fall of 1978. The lot is 


ola Benton store, was torn a 


used for additional parking for the Forsyth Methodist Chureh 
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A quartet consisting of Maud Benton (pianist), Mrs. Carl 
Bailey, Mrs. Bessie Lindsay, Jesse Weltmer, Dr. L. N. Lindsay 
and later, Clifford McCay, sang at funeral services in the For- 
syth Church. This was: in tite 1920's or possnely betereas 

Others who sang in church choirs were Grace & Charles Parker, 
May Harmon & Anna Green. Musical programs were held in homes in 
Porsyth. Some 20 or more local people were organized in a large 
choir which gave evening programs at the Forsyth Methodist Church. 
These programs were directed by Russell Larrick. 

The Glosser boys, Russell and Robert, sang at the Fairview 
church in the early 1920's. Later, Russell, Robert and Wayne 
Glosser sang ina "barber shop" quartet with others who were 
fellow workers in the 1I.7.S. skop in Decatur. Dewey ?Primmexy 
Alva Currant, Chick Schultz, and Cliff Mckay were also inwotyed 
tn whe siting greups in Persyth. 

An orchestra was lead by Carl Cooper (s@prano Sax). @am 
Parlier (Eb Sax), Charles Roby (Coronet), Edward Parlier (Charimet), 
Prank Crutcher and Arthur Benton Jr. (Drums) were members of the 
orghnestra. 

During the early 1930's, the Ladies Aid Society of the For-= 
syth Methodist Church served threshing dinners in the church 
basement. As many as 20 to 80 men (one to 4 rings) were served 
at noon each day during the harvest season at a charge of 60¢ 
a plate. As much as $170 or more was cleared a season. 

It was a cooperative effort bythe village church women and 
was enjoyed by all who took part. Mrs. Arthur Penton, president 


of the Ladies Aid, would come down early in the morning and would 


bake as many as 16 pies. 
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PORSL TH BAPTIST. CHURCH 

In July, 1960, Calvary Baptist Church sponsored a Vacation 
Bible School and, because of interest created, decided to start 
a Mission in Forsyth. The Odd Fellows Hall was rented and Rev. 
fom Branson was called as Mission Pastor. The first Sunday School 
service was het on August 14, 1960. On July 9, 1961, the For- 
syth Baptist Church was constituted with 24 charter members. On 
Jy Ke el, Rev. Tem Branson was called as church pastor, 

On August 5, 1962, Rev. P. Re. Keithley was called as pastor 
The lower part of the hall was leased entirely for church use 
only. 

In November 1963, the Ralph Marquis property was purchased 
for building purposes and for a parsonage for the pastor. 

Poe Nevember 1964, Rev. JerryNcDaniel was ealted as the fia 
full time pastor and in December 1964, his family became the first 
occupants of the parsonage. On January 3, 1965, Rev. McDaniel 
hema the first service as pastor, 

On June 27, 1965, ground breaking services were held at 
the building site. Rev. EK. W. McDaniel, the pastor's father, 
gave the church the challenge to build. Former Pastoy Rev. 
Keithley brought a message for We ground breaking services. On 
January 30, 1966, the church held their first services in the 
new building. The Service of Dedication was a 2:30p.m. service. 


It was held on Sunday, March 27, 1966. 


Ie 1971, a new sanctuary was built to the south of the 
Orighgak church, This:additfon has a foyer and the officés oF 


the pastor and secretary. The sanctuary was dedicated on 
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July 11, 1971. The original ehurch was comperted 1Atc ae 
educational wing with two floors including a fellowship hall on 
the lower level. | 
Argenta Baptist Chapel was sponsored by the Forsyth Baptist 
Church and became the Argenta Baptist Church on June 2, 1974, ‘The 
Ralph Marquis home, formeriy used as a parsonage, was sold and | 
moved to Argenta in 1976.% 
Below is a list of the pastors of the Forsyth Baptist 
Church: 
Rev. Tom Branson 1961-62 
Rev. P. Ry Keithley 1962-64 
Rev. Jerry McDaniel 1965-74 
Rev. Raymond Stovall 1975-76 
Rev. P. R. Keithley 1976-77 


Rev. Jay W. Orr 1977=78 
Rev. Larry Bryant 1978 to present 
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OUR REDEEMER LUEAHERAN CHURCH 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church started holding Sunday Church 
services in the gym of the Forsyth Grade School on October 10, 
1977. The church built on a site just west of the southwest 
corner of Shaffer Street and Route 51 along the Warrensburg black- 
top road. The new church building was completed in 1981. Its 


present pastor is Rev. J. Robert Cunningham, 
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FORSYTH SCHOOT 

me OO. Smith gave tyo lots for a school site. The Sites 
school was built in 1864, This was a one-room frame building, 
it was located in the S.#. corner of Smith & Shaffer stre@ese. 
#Oor many years it was used by various church groups and served 
as the township voting place and local court where justice of 
peace trials were held. Also traveling snows and lectures were 
held there. From 1932-1966 it was used as headquarters for the 
Hickory Point Township Road Commissioner for road machine stor- 
age. The old building was pushed down and cleared away in 1966. 
It was believed to be the oldest rural school building still 
standing in Macon County at that time, 

The Forsyth School District was much larger when first laid 
out than later on and included several sections of land outside 
of Forsyth. The first teacher was Rufus Crossman (winter term) 
He was followed by Miss Ellen McCann (spring term). 

This original building was used until 1928. It was at that 
time that a two-room brick structure was built two blocks west 
and one block south of the original school building. This new 
school had a basement which contained two rooms for play areas 
and a furnace room and coal bin. A cafeteria was added and Laver 
on, one of the basement rooms was made into a classroom. This 
made the school into a three~room school. The enrollment varied 
from 45-€5 students during the years of 1928-1948, 

The Community Unit District was organized in 1948. Mansel 
Guyer came to Forsyth School in 1948 as th & 8th grade teacher 


and coach. In 952, Mr. Guyer was appointed principle. He eon- 
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tinued as principle until his retirement in 1976 (24 years). Mr. 
Robert~Ratter succeeded Mr. Giayer sand ‘is mow principal <of ite 
sehaol. 

Two classrooms were built on the north of the new school 
sometime after Forsyth became part of a consolidated district, 
Later, a gym and two more classrooms were added and some years | 
later, more additions were made, a cafeteria and a west wing, 

Resides the early teachers names, the following should be 
mentioned: Hsther WckKinley, Mabel Thrift, W.B. Lemme, Mary V. 

Ruble, Myrta Conner, Marion Benton, Lois Blazer, msther Harmon, 
Verne Nowlin, Forrest Alexander, Jack EHarl, Thelma Gidel, Bea- 
trice Henderson, Mescal Lovelace, Gladys Booker, Mae Nolen, 
»ropay Geadgdall, Ruby Hanover, Milo Deibert, Mansel Guyer, Doris 
Dotson, Betty Young, Kathryn Nisbet, Audry Newman, Brilla Kearney, 
Louis Pucker, Jan tidwards, Daisy Gossman, Margaret Holmes, Toni 
Harris, Ronald Nolte, Betty Jo Browning, Rita Fleckenstein, sué 
Davis, Ida McCarthy, Bleanora Rush, Lucille Guyer, William Dixon, 
Margaret OCuttill, Janice Hallopeter, Mary Kraft, Eileen Anderson, 
Rena Beaman, Mary Barre tt, flora Albin Casparri, Hope Deistery 
Rose Marie Carter, Ronald Gossman,Cathy Long, Mary Stone Heideman, 
Renetta Cochran, Mary Koonce, Faul James, Deborah Odle, Susan 
Hunzikers, Roxanne Grider, Pamela Alsup, Linda Henkel, Kathy 
Parrish, Barb Gilman, and Karen Albers. 

Ruth Hoyland has taught the longest number of years at 
Forsyth. She taught a total of 27 yearse 

For a number of years in the 1920's, Constable George We 
Adams, a civil war veteran, lead a parade of children through 


the simgeeis, of Horsyth,in ce kebraetion of the Last, day of* senBeae 
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IRDEPENDENCE SCHOOL 

Independence School was organized during March and April 
of 1882 and comsisted of sections 12 and 1 3 and the east halves 
of sections 11 and 14 which, prior to that time, were in the 
Porsyth School District. As the name implies, those living in 
the newly formed district became “indépendent® of Forsyth. In- 
dependence district was east ad northeast of tne village of 
Forsyth. The school was built a little over a mile east along 
the south side of what is now County Highway 20. 

Mae old Independence Sehool building was blown over one 
night in the late winter of 1914. The pupils were transferred 
to the kitchen of the JOOF Hall iguforsyth to complete the school 
term. 

Much of the lumber in the old building was salvaged and used 
in the new school which was rea@y the follewing fall. This school 
pualding was torn down by W. H. Walters and Carl Schneider and 
the lumber used in the remodeling of the store front of Walters 


grocery and a nouse to the north of the store, 
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POSTMASTERS 


Postmasters of Forsyth and the dates of their appointments are as 


follows: 

Nathan Fitch July 17, 1865 Samuel Gher Mar. 25, 1874 
George Shaffer Sept. 3, 1867 Edward Weilepp Aug. 25, 1879 
John J. Reems Oct. 2, 1867 Victor W. Benton Feb. 14, 1881 
George Swim Apr. 7, 1868 Joseph C. Hall July 13, 1885 
Joseph Barter Aug. 24, 1869 Joseph C. Hall May 5, 1886 
Joseph R. Rice June 14, 1871 Victor W. Benton Apr. 5, 1889 
Simon D. Smith Aug. 14, 1871 Daniel Parkhurst Apr. 13, 1893 
Edward Weilepp Jan. 24, 1873 Victor W. Benton Apr. 16, 1897 


Later postmasters were A.G. Benton 1910, A.D. Tillman 1914 followed by 
Alma Anderson until 1918, who was succeeded by Cora Fornwalt. cC. K. 
Cooper became postmaster in 1920, Noah Still in 1927, C. K. Cooper in 
1932, followed by Marvin Randall from 1946-66. During the years of 1944-46, 
Marjory Cooper served aS postmaster. From 1966-90, Franklin McFarland served 
as postmaster. Then in January of 1990 Judith Shafer and Mary Wessel were 
appointed Office-in-Charge from Jan. to March and March to August, respec- 
tively. On August 8, 1990, Harold Gifford wasS appointed to serve the Village 
of Forsyth as postmaster. 

A new post office was completed in early 1980 on the former King lot 
just west of the King residence. More parking was made available at the new 
location with drive up facilities for mail trucks to deliver and pick up 
mail. The old Illinois Terminal station, which was used as a dwelling for 


some years, was torn down to make way for the new post office. 


1.0.0.F. HALL 
Forsyth Lodge No. 700 was instituted by Dove Lodge of Warrensburg in the 
hall over the McMillen and Weilepp's grocery store January 4, 1882. Two 
years later, a lodge hall was erected one block north on the same street. 
This hall was occupied by the lodge until 1909 when they built the present 


structure. 
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In 1883, the Independent Order of Good Templers was insti-~ 
tuted. it lived for eighteen years, disbanding in 1901. 

fhe Knights of Pythias was instituted in 1890 and it existed 
for many years before disbanding. 

The Modern Woodmen of America were organized in 1892. ‘This 
lodge was in existance only a few years. 

In this lodge hall, townslip elections were held. Also held 
in the Lodge were home talent shows by various church and other 
aroups, including the Dramatic Club and a few traveling shows. 
Thanksgiving Day dinners were served in the lodge by the M.E. 
Church for many years. 

After the Fire House was bmilt, (1956) and the Fellowship 
Hall at the M.=. Church was completed, the need for the I.0,.0,F. 
Hall was not as great as in former vears, 

pedependence School District finished out the school year 
imnvehe hall after the school was blown down in a wind storm an 
Bae twerily spring of 1914. 

moecr the old Bconomy Store burned down in August of 19uay 
they used the lower floor of the Forsyth Hall as a temporary store 
for almest a year. 

As stated earlier, the Forsyth Baptist Church was started 
on the lower fioor of the hall in 1960 and continued until 1966 
wonen the new Baptist Church was completed. 

fhe Rebecca's are still an active lodge in the Odd Fellows 
Hawes They are an Auxiliary of the Odd Fellows. fhe men ol reite 
I, @ Gee, White not holding regular meetings, still »vetaim  tiaeie 


charter. 


44 


TLRINOIS CENTRAL AGENTS 
Tee. He. iy 

H. H. Reby was a civil war veteran. After the war, he came 
with his family to Macon County in the fall of 1867. He farmed 
intil his retirement around 1895. He owned the third house south 
of the old Forsyth Grade School on Smith Street. He died about 
1017 of 19058 at the age of 94 véars, 

His son, Henry Y. Roby, owned the house aeross south from 
the Benton store on Ruehl Street. This house had been formerly 
ewned by Dr. G WwW. Drury. Henry Roby worked in the Benton store 
for 7 years. tir. Roby worked tre weual t@ hours a Gay an tne 
Erecery store ane went to the 1. GC. SHauMon Gt nmeeat to practice 
belegrephy., He was sent bo Gultom, Ib, near Preeport,. as I.C. 
agen. .im 13897. 

Henry Roby became the agent at Forsvth around 1893 and con- 
tanved i that wosisidem wad!t nis dea der. 19; TSI). Wass. Bony 
lived in the Rouse for over 55 years. There were two children - 
Mabel and Charles. 

K. &. Holland was agent for 1# years, followed by a Mr. 
Ratcliffe, who remained for over a vear, 


A. D. Tillman came to Forsyth as agent areund 1913. He was 


ametive ef femnon, TE: and. had been wath tae B.J.g.R.R. Previously. 
ze semred sor over 2O years as 140. agents He WPevired war 1954, 


I. C. SSCTION FORSMAN 
The first building of any kind near the Site of Forsyth was 
the section foreman's residence. It was built in 1857 soon after 


o a i 1Aaj a 1 
the completion of the railroad and the building of the side track 


near the Patterson farm which was, at that time, a half mile 


A5 


south of the village. 


This hose was moved, eome years dater, to the M.E. correr 


of Moon and Elwood and is the oldest house in Forsyth. (At least 


one room of the dwelling would be called the oldest.) 

Fhe section foreman's house on the north side and east end 
of Moon St. was torn down in the Jate 50's. There might have 
been another section house on that same site previously. The 
old I.C. station house, at the end of Fitch St. between the I.C, 
tracks, was pushed down in the late 1940's, 

Albert Burns was section foreman for the I.C.R.R. protably 
sometime before 1906, He was transferred to Clinton and Frank 
Beck took over in 1921 or 1922, Heck served until 1931 when 
wm, T. Clary became a foreman. Clary served until his retire- 
ment in 194%, except for about a year at Farmersville in 1932, 
In Cctober of 1943, Joseph C. Duncan became foreman, followed by 
Albert Vilareal and in 1°46 by Edward Leigh who served until the 
fall of that year when, in November, Lloyd Ishmull took over. 
isumubl was Gransferred Go Marea on Oeotober 1, 1955. 

The section house was torn down in March of 1954 and the 


T.C. tracks through Forsyth are now maintained as a part of the 


Decatur yards. 


in 1930 Tom FPF. Byers built a gasoline station on the south 
party of hie vreperty alone tite Cast sate ot Nowe 51 across trom 
‘what is now the Hickory Point Mall. The station was later re- 
modeled into a dwelling and, in the summer of 1979, was torn 
down along with some other homes to make way for the widening 


of U.S. 51 and other businesses along the hignvav, 
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*illiam Penny nad a farm implement, send, gravel and coal 
business on the lot east of the Interurban Depot, He also 
rented the Hayes! Blacksmith Shop across the alley where smaller 
equipment was kept. Mr. Penny was in business for one summer 
around 1999 or later. He lived in a large two story house 14 
miles west of Forsyth on an 80 acre farm and had a family of 
Six sons and two daughters. 

iemnon Ce@per, i: the VS50"%s,.wilt- a heme on the eomuer 
of Veaver Road and Route 51. He ran a grocery store and gas 
station. Robert Patterson took over the grocery after the death 
of Mrs Cooper. .Mrs.. Elizabeth Cooper lived in the nome for a 
number of years. 

Kenneth Manning in 1939, bought and ran the grocery store 
until 1°47 when the building was sold. The business became known 
as the Jones Grocery, for a short time. Some of the Jones! family 
lived in the house for a few yeaus. 

Frank Traxler bought the property in October of 1956 and 
was in business for several years. He passed away in 1971. 

Nes. Traxler lived in the home until 1978, when the house 
was sold to the Century Realty Company. 

In May of 1979, the branch office of the real estate busi- 
ness was closed. A grocery store, known as the Handy Pantry, was 
openes June 23, 1980 mm this building. Phe business was owned 
by Max Rockhold of Clinton and Jeffrey Nelson of Decatur. 

the grocery store was torn down in 1982 to make way for the 


four lane widening of Route 51, 
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Leon Rodgers started an oil ana feed store in September 
ok 1928 Imtne south part: of Fomsrvitm alliong Rm. Sl. Gasoline 
and Oil, lawn ecvipment anc other items were scold. Later, 
grinding anc mixing feed was dona. He made a specialty of stone 
burr ground corn meal (1938). This process of grinding preserved 
the nutrients in the finismed prodwct whieh was distrzbuted and 
sold cver Central [1 mbroats, 

The building where the feed mill was located was previously 
# @alamet shop operated by Leon's brother, Ralph Rodgers, (1925) 
avid was cenverted back Imto a cabimet shep by Jiohm Jennings, Jr 
in 1962. Later, Turner Lawn Equipment occupied the building. 
The business located there now is known as Reardon kitchens. 

Carl Bailey, in the early 1920's, went into custom butcher- 
ing anc wholesale meat sales. At one time, 85-90 hogs a week 
were processed and later beef cattle were added to the business, 

amery Gillen and Emmit Clinton, in 1953, ran this packing 
business. They sold out to Morris and Gene Altoof in 1955, 
Everett #inkle had a meat counter and sold meat retail in the 
1 PaTaNG 

After the Altoof's went out of business, Greenfield opened 
a furnace and tin snop, Later, Howard Votaw, in 1958, became 
enisaged im trailer salies. 

Phillips Petroleum Pipe Line, which started in tusiness in 
1939, consists of two 8" pipe lines to Hast St. Louis and con- 
tinues over to Indiana and up to Chicago, Distributio of fuel, 
oil and gasoline is made to an area within a radius of 75 miles 


around BOrsy bi. 
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neenard Hesge Was Ene Lirs’ Tiamagerm of the Shmiiaios Pige 
line. He was followed by Wm. Julian, Norman ferrell, Harry 
Toplift snd LeMar Hartman, 

The manager's house has been moved from the N.W. corner 
of the Enfitips property to 14 miles south of Baroa on the east 
gide of Route 51. 

Forsyth Lumber Co. was owned and operated by members of the 
Hurf family of Decatur. The Huff family purchased the lumber, 
butlding, supplies, and wire fencing part of the business from 
the Shellabarger Elevator Co, in 1918., James J. Swartz was the 
Manester Geta l1O7G, 8. ke Lareiek was theatsanagen = until |o44. 
Formest Alexander vntil 1953, Louis Sutmam in %954 and Bruce 
Freer. In 1961, the business was bought by the J. lL. Simmons 
CO. ©. JDecoalux. 

Bruce Freer was manager for a short time under the new 
owner and then Willard sharf took over, ftolhowed by wil sem 
Porgussn im 1965, Aster tive Gealit olpir. Mormissy in February 
of 1968, Harold Smith became the new manager and served until 
mie sbusimess Was werminated in’ 1973, TheyHorsvyth Limber Co, 
Shed was torn down in summer of 1982. 

mag D1lliott>S during™thie wamber momths, did custom butcher— 
iors Iie ULI Om Ime properby.  Lterwite ran va meat counter, 
Vie, oa ics, 21 ilvomy goonducred thelr business during ant berere 
the W240 Use He cantimmed in businessm@unti! the butcher shop 
paar Calacrovr alt Tim | 222 - 

Mhesilmedao was pwebably buelt 1m” the carly 1950 "Ss, Twas 
boca tecwon the qernermog iit, &|1 and Cowrm~g Rd. 20, It ves rom 


bytomunber of teviamis as a restaurant, gasystatavon, grailter 
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camp, etc. In the mid 1950's it was torn down following a fire 
that almost completely distroyed it. 

me Umived Propane Gow, bwitlt taetie mid 1950S, was burned 
omy by &@ fire ine Octobem of 1962, Bis company moved to. the 
Ourrendc, bur ldate rer a, short time, thereafter. The rropame Go. 
later had their offices in Decatur for about a year. They con- 
_CUmibe® In puslwees witiilks Bem Cakcim owen by impisrewCas in Hebru- 
amy GF 1972, OL#¥eEr Comstruction ©o. oceupled the bywitding after 
the “Propane Co. tm 1°78, the lower par’ of the hnilding was 
wearseteOviewm Dy Shtulr's @iaros « 

J2ohn Lehman, in 1924, built a gas station on the east side 
Ge Rie Sort h of swarrew Sl. Wes stattom was Jrater rim by 
Ori Berry followed by Mel Ownes, UWenry Harmon and his wife, Doris, | 


were, kiopvsiness Chere witil the corner was taken ovew by Phillips 


ty 


exrPolemm bulk plant in 1939. = There was, for a tame, a baseball 

dlamond east of where the station was later located, @he build- 

ing was moved @ quarter of a mile north to the tocabee farm where | 

it was used as a machine sned. 
#. A. Hake fan 2 gas station. lunch counter amc barveaue 

On thewmomt eda werner of Rwekhl ama Rt. Sle. te *bonght “the | 


COrmer peopertvein "29. Ths business “nad *been .cperawed hy 


Bee "Ss —jiive dain [or tayo sears peor TO that time. 
Mr, shake gold soit) sSeme years Lares, LOMmILIGtT Snitch. rie 


built a hovse on the east side of the corner lot and ran a gro- 


oT eee cee aie 


Celey, aS "“Stavion ,anc mesVamranc. 
Robert Wugzy purcnased the property in 1957, made some addi- 


tions sant galt erat moms to tne built ne mud sient Imto the tasrern 
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1944 to John Stone Sr., who ran a grocery store and lived in the 
iTOUSK 

John =, Stone Jr. opened a gas station in 1946 an‘, the next 
year, built a concrete block garage. This garage was blovm down 
datiminig Che wiidissterm tr tne fall of 1°77. Bie groeéry butldine 
had previously teen torn down in 1964, Jonn EB, Stone Jr. ree 


tired in 1973, after 27 years in business, 


BEAUTY SHOPS 

Frobably the first beauty shop was in the nome of Mrs, Haze 
Lehman on Elwood north of Moon St. aroun@ 1930, There was also a 
sop rim by Bre, Anna “irumph im the Vatignan OT1 Ce. bul liine, 
some years later. hirs. Margaret Green ran a beauty shop in her 
beme, Gormer of gmrth and deem, from S57 mertil retire im 1962, 

mrs. iarlene Younker had a beauty shov on Ruenhl St. and is 
now operat@nsc in her home on smith St, as coes Betty Swinger on 


DIGG St, and dies. Qarl Samistensen in her Pome om tie corer of 
Hlwood and Cox. Mrs. Nadine white had 2a shop on Smith and Ruenl 
some vears ago. WMrs. Janet Attebarry had a shop on Siwood St. 


for about a year before moving from Forsyth. 


BARBERS 

Daniel Parkhurst Rad a bareer shop in the north room of his 
home on Blwood St. ketween Moon and Ruehl in the early 1900's, 
His barber tools are now in «ae peesession of nis grandeon, Carl, 
of Forsythe, Daniel Parkhurst was an army veteran, Having served 
toumonughout “the Ciwail gar. 

Robert Totten had a barber snop in the west end of the 
"Bungalog" for some years. later, he amd Herman Cogper ran 
a shop for a short time, in a one room GYQuilding acroges Ruehl St, 
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© Ulhe One Beowy some 
Yo@use later, making GY @ resa@ente aiter Nr. Lotbem moved aerogs 
Hush] St. tc the Mackay confectionary bmilding Harry Tammer, 
who later had a barber shop in Decatur, and Mr. Ryder of Maroa, 
were in the shop with Mr. Totten at different times. Sometime 
Later, Robert Totten moved avay from Forsyth. 

Wilbur Frimmer's house, in which was a barber shop, was 
Located where Dolsons Signs are now (Weaver Road & Rt. 51). Mr. 
Primmer was a barber in his nome and at his shop in Decatur for 
Otrer” 30 Fears Sirarites in tae 1930's 

William Hewman had a barber skop, some years later, in the 
old pook hall, Later, possibly im F957, Bebert Potten yens back 
nO Parpering ab tie same leOeation for a Tew ments. 

Harry Reed opened a barber shop in @ small utility building 

~o the rear of Gre Grant Bannon heme on. Satin Ju. Nema © 
around 1946, for a short time. 
1 Ween “penn: ane corner. lod mt Comcey amd. Ay, 54 
from tne Wm. Yeaver heirs. In 1935, he buiit a two-story house 
on the east side of the lot. A 
in 1940 and a smallerone-story nome was moved in between the 
existing house and the station. In 1946, a large garage was 
built on the center of the lot. Some years later (1951), James 
VYaughnkh a son, built a residence tc the south, 

For some years various managers ran the gas and garage 
bisaness along gmitm a, restauman™g. The Peckoam Cil Mo., mr 1970, 
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took eer Ene property anw® movedtme 1.0, Station trom Argenta 


tO owe Log. Wie Sastzaon wee mescd asa reseaurant Sra. "Sayan ce 
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a grocery store. More gas lanes were added and the garage was 
torn down to make more room for parking. 

“he Mule Barn, built by Richard Gamble, opened for business 
in 1961 and was run by Zlton Shackleford. The Lowell Supply Co. 
bought the building in 1968 and used it for a wholesale grocery 
warehouse, During the summer of 1978, the business became known 
as the Forsyth Merchandise Mart and engaged in the sale of general 
merchandise. 

Dave's Custom Cabinets had a cabinet shop on Ruehl St. across 
from the post office in 19743. The shop ranained there for three 
years before poving to the present location off Rt, 51, west wT 
Forsyth Grade School, 

The Surrent Building was built in 1952 and was, for a short 
time, an appliance store. It became an apartment for a number 6F 
years and, at @ifferent times, was oceupaéed@d by Jennings Capitrer Re 
and later, by an ambulance service. The office of United Froperm 
was located there following a fire at their location. The builde 
ing &S now a cabinet shop alons with a newer building located 
east. The firmis & lL. Fixtures and they make cabinets for 
aprplancs, banka, and orPices, 

The HOU. Chemical Co. butt a new building along Rt. 5ST ie 
1973. They sold automotive chemicals hoth wholesale end retail. 
the building ie. now, decupiled by BRilcard's Purniturdc., 

The Illini Supply, Inc. moved to Forsyth in 1949. The¥ 
are one of three principal suppliers of school equipmént, schoo 
cabinets, ace wealleas Gurniturey for offices’, aditorivuns') Cie 
rooms, etc, for.colleses and wniversities and for high scioGimy 


wl 


grade schools and cyprches throughout central Illinois, 


Be 


Dolson Outdoor Advertising Co. came to Forsyth in 1968 and 
specialize in ovwdoor advertising in Central Jilinois cowering 
SO) @@unties, 

The Carnet Castle came to Forsyth in April of 1975. They 
sell and install various types of Floor coverings, 

Koester Buick-OQpal, inc., formerly Stephen Buick, moved 
to their present location in 1976. They are located east of 
he Hickery Point Shepping Mali om Rt. 51 and north of I-73. They 
are Central Illinois! largest authorized full service dealership 
of Buicks and Opals, with service and parts and a large selection 


of new and used cars. They cccupy an area of over 10 acres, 
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Autohaus Fortense Inc., a foreign car agency, moved to For- 
Seri “Wee leieper pam. Og 10'S. Bee Apeney sells Méxmececes—Renz, 
Mazda, and Porsche Audi with full service and parts. They are 
LocatGeG eon the corner of Ruehl and Rt. 51. 

Two fast foot restaurants have been built during the late 
summer of 1979 along Rt. 51 on the east side opposite the Hickory 
Point Mall entrance---l) Wendy's Old Fashioned MTamburgers and R.AX. 
Roast Beef. Wendy's has since closed down, 

Just south of these two restaurants, is a home improvement 
sopermart ealbeé, “Color Tile", This store nas a full bite oe 
tile, paint anc wallpaper. 

in 1981, a very well known fast food chain restaurant, Hc- 
Don@lds, came to the Mickory Point Mall area acrogs Rt. OTs 

On Barnett Prive, east of Rt. 51 a BShell Self Servave 


‘Station, with a line of piek up groceries, was built in 1980. 


On dune 30, 1930, Yilliam and #ffie Walters opened a vari- 
ety store featuring groceries, meats, fruits, vegetables and 
small amounts of dry goods as well as ice. hater, they added 
feeds and fresh baked goods and freshiy bottled milk direct from 
che farmers. They also sometimes slaughtered their own meat. 

They were located on the same corner for over 37 years and 
watched many changes come to the business as well as to the town 
of Forsyth. 

They were married for 61 years and raised 5 children as well 
as feeding many others during the depression. Their children are 
Howard, Mabel, Victor, Paul arid Barney. “ 

They closed the business in early 1968. Later, the building 
was sold and used as an antique store. William passed away in 


August of 1971 and Erfie in December of 1971. 


PORSYTH GARDENS 

The 160 acres just west of Forsyth, on the south side of 
the Warrensburg Road, was a =wing farm with the Henry Fluss fami- 
ly as tenants. Harvey Grider bought the farm in the 1930's to 
raise vegetables and other food items for his restaurant in De- 
Cagi. 

some years later, Ralph Kammerer took over and, after some 
cOrmpears, sold to Staleys to run it as an experimental operation 
in the production of stock feed. 

Ralph Colburn bought the farm in 1960 and ran a hatchery for 
a few years under the name of Standard Farms [nc. Mr» Colburn 
is now in the business of professional landscaping and has @ 
nursery and garden store which is run in connection with his 


spome dma Decatmm. 
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There was also a frocery store on this property which was 


discontinued in 1981, 


HICKORY POINT SHOPPING MALL 

fhe Village of Forsyth zs well located just north of Dega-— 
tur with county Highway 20 and Phillips Petroleum Pipe Line on 
the north edge, the old main line of the Illinois Central Rail- 
road to the east, Rt. 51 to the west , and Interstate 72 on the 
southern edge and served, since 1906 by the Illinois Traction 
oystem, now Tllinois Terminal. 

Many additions have been made to the village to the south 
including "Forsyth Estates" across Rt. 51 to the west and since 
1974, the big addition of $130 acres for the new shopping madi 
Three large anchor stores are now in business in the Hickory 
Point Mall: J. C. Penmey (fall of 1978), Carsons (early spring 
of 1979) followed by Bergners the following summer. Kohls Depart- 
ment gtore was opened in March of 198% 

Two large financial institutions, The Hickory Point Bank and 
Bloomington Federal Saving & Loan Ass'n are located in the shopping 
mall. A new large elevated water storage tank was constructed to 
provide adequate water pressure for fire protection and for 
Future growth, 

The developers of the Mall were Copaken, White, and Blitt 
of Shawnee Mission, Kansas, 

The Hickory Point Shopping Mall in the Village of Forsyth 
is one of five large shopping malls in Central Illinois and wild 
eventually have over 100 smaller stores in addition to the % 
large anchor stores, employing over 1,000 people and will in- 


clude parking space for over 2500 carsy fhere will Be 525,000 
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eross leasable square feet of space with the total cost running 
Lae the enisvons,. 

Many business sites are available for sale or lease along 
Rt. 5T in addition to the businesses already located there. The 
Hickory Point Goitf Course is located to the north and west of 
the mall along Weaver Road. 

A six movie theatre, which opened December 1, 1981 in the 
Hickory Point Mall, is operated by the Kareotes Frothers of 
Springfield, Illinois. The theatre will seat 1500 to 1800 peopie, 


The Kareotes Brothers Theatres own and operate several 
theatres in Decatur and are associated with Multi Cinema Inc. 


of Kansas City, Missouri. 


TLLINOLIS TRACTION SYSTEM 

The Illinois Traction System built a line through the ori- 
ginal town on Hlwood St. in 1906. Freight and passenger service 
was constant until 1955, when passenger service was discontinued. 
The line was abandoned when the [.7.5., now called the Illinois 
Terminal System, started to use the recently leased I.C. Gulé 
railroad tracks in October of 1976. 

The first I.2.5. agent was Daniel M. Farkhurst. He served 
from 1906-10. He was followed by Alma Anderson until 1918, when 


Miss Cora Fornwalt became the agent. 


THE FORSYTH GHOST STORY 
(taken from the account by F.L. Sebthmwrp) 


According to the inventor of this ghost story, @ young 
woman was struck and killed by am Illinois Central train at approx 
imately 2:00 A.M. on January 25, 1871. She lived long enough to 
gay she would return in 20 years to haunt the trainmen on the road. 
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The “arrensburg Times, Fors¥th Vorld and Oreana Herald 
published stories about tne ghost. The Decatur Review also spread 
tite - Srory 

Sonfe of the local boys around Forsyth got a "Doubting Thomas" 
by the name of Oilie Marquis to visit the scene where the ghost 
was to appear. When the night came for Marquis to appear, one 
of the Leiman boys, who had tne ability to manipulate his throat 
with his hand and produce the most blood-curdling sound ever to 
fall upon human ears, was hiding on the opposite side of the 
track. 

As Marguis waited in the darkness, he suddenly heard the 
most gruesome sounds imaginable. He then headed for home as 


fast as his legs would carry him, 


ARWISTIC#H DAY 

On Armistice Day (Nove 11, 1918), Ban Hobbs, the local 
blacksmith, brought forward a human skeleton which he had obtained , 
in some manner, and stored away. He borrowed some clothing and 
dressed it to represent Kaiser Bill. The skeleton was placed 
in a go-cart type structure with a fitting headstone at the foot, 

Dan Mobbs and a number of the townspeople, after driving 
around Forsyth with the skeleton in the back of a small truck, 
decided to tour around Decatur, The Forsyth delegation received 
much attention with their unique exhibit. 

They were photographed in front of a local store and re- 
ceived much publicity in spite of all the other Armistice Bay 


activities that were taking place all over Decatur. 


HOMECOMING - We. We 1 

A homecoming celebration was planned, possibly in the fall 
of 1919, to honor those who had served in World War I. ‘he celee 
bration was lead off by a parade of the veterans down Ruehl and 
Smith streets to the IOOF Hall where a ceremonial service was 
held. Airplane rides were available witha plane landing and 
taking off in what might be called "Blazgiers Pasture" just east 
of town across the I.C. tracks. Carnival type booths and snows 
were set up on Ruehl between Blwood and Smith. There was a dance 
in the evening . A series of shows were put on in a covered 
platform at the east end of Ruehl street. It was quite a cele- 
bration, the like of which had not been seen in the village of 


Forsyth before or since. 


ROUTE 51 
Route 51, formerly called the Bloomington Road, was started 
in the fall of 1922 and was completed the following year. This 
route was built by the NeMahan Construction Co. and consisted 
of five brothers; Otto, Hugh, Tom, William, and Pat. They wefe 


from Rochester, Indiana. They built the segment from Decatur té 


Varoa. 

Hugh McMahan and his family shared the Laura McKinley house 
on wlwood Street. In 1923, the construction company used the 
Tnterurban (ITS) for hauling sand and gravel. They set up a 
plant along the street which is called Hlwsod south of Cox Street, 

While the gravel was being poured, Mr. McMahan didn't hear 


the Interurban and his automobile was struck be an Interurban 


car. His 5 year old son was killed instantly and Mr. McMahan 
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was injured. This tragedy occurred Nay 4, 19235, at the inter- 
section ot Cox and Elwood. 

Route 51 was later widened by the Wetzel Bros. in 1946 and 
covered by an ascthalt topping. This route is now in the process 
of being widened further. This route provides access to towns 


Tn 


to the north and south of the village of Forsyth. 


PUNT SHOWS 

A tent show came to #orsyth for a two or three night stand 
at the west end of Fitch street just east of Blwood arownd 1912. 
The next year it took place in Goopers pasture on the west side 
ox Elwood. Movies were shown as well as vaudeville acts. The 
shew was run bytwo Hoyland brothers. In between at intermission, 
peanuts, popcorn and horoscopes were sold. There was also a 
beauty contest in which 2a iocal beauty queen was selected by 
popular vote. 

The tent and other equipment was transported to 6ther towns 
in Central Jilinois in what might be called a vaudeville circuit. 
Sossibly in the winter season, these shows would be scheduled 
in small auditoriums in the larger towns. 

Another traveling tent show was held in about 1937 on the 
then vacant corner of Moon ana Smith with dog acts and other 


entertainment. 


CROQUET COURT 
A eroauet court was laid out by N. Russell Larrick on the 


ald A 


east side of Washinrn 


he) 


‘ton street in the middle 1930's. hater, a 
more elaborate coprt was built onthe north side of the weer “era 


of FPeteh,. This court has a surface of sand witht teonmcrette eumrs- 


ings. «4 local roquet tournament was neld there in the early 
1940's With players participating from Clinton, Cerro Gordo, 
Recatur, and Weldon. Games were played most of the time in the 


evenings under lights, 


~OVIES 

Pree movies were shown in Forsyth during the years 1932- 
1934 during the summer months (one night a week) and were attended 
not only by the people of Forsyth BHt many came from quite a 
distance bringing their own chairs and blankets to sit on. The 
Epworth League of the Biethodist Church sold popcorn at the movies 
to get money to go to the State Enworth Iwstitute at New Salem. 

During 1932, movies were provided by a company from Wabash, 
sndianaquibater, in 1935-34, William Lowe took over the movies 
with the help of Bob Rose and others vntil he moved away from 
Forsyth. The movie screen was set up between the King residence 
and the old Interurban Station on Ruehl street. The street was 
roped off to make room for the large crowds. The local merchants 
Spomsered these early movies. Someowa from Decatur operated the 
movie camer during the late 1930's. 

Movies were again shown in We 1940's and into the early 
1960%s at the Forsyth Grade School under the sponsorship of Dhe 
?.T,4,, Selling popcorn anc soft drinks. 

Later, television became a popular pastime and an increasing 
number of homes had sets installed. No doubt the programs and 
old movies on television becanie more interesting and convenient. 


In time, no more movies were held in Forsyth because of declining 


attendance, 
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BASEBALL DIAMOND LOCATIONS 


Th re was a baseball diamond on the east part cf what was 


Soopers Addition on Giwvood street across from the new firehouse. 


sround 1920 and later, the area was developed by Gldweiler end 
lerriielk into bopmes ang Lote. 

Later another dilamonc vas made in Camps Addition after the 
wa) 


eu “creD peaas Garvesieds It was Neoceted nervh of Shaifer street 


Lt el a 


Detween oe Dermmineal emcee ane [LliieAies Central tracks. ‘MiesnBkt 


year, tne diamond was moved tothe south part of the John Lehman 


arm ang continved in use for a few years. Tnig location is 


“ome time later, anotaer dlamond was put on the nortrmY¥est 
part of the Dave Svewart property west of Zlweod and sovtn pr 
Cox street. The basebail teams were sponsored br local businesses 
and became known as the Forsyth merchants who played teams from 
neighboring towns. 

James Harmon was the first manager of the ForSyth slerchants 


\ 


Dell tean followed by Frank Wearnwalt gma Ray Boran,. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AED FIR& DISTRICT 

Wnen village constables are renembered, George . Adams 
comes to mind, Mr. Adams serveé in the early 1920's followed 
by Alfred "Mike" Marques some years later. Others coming along 
in order, were George LaMent, Harry Bienfor and Carl Gregory. 
During the early 1940's, William Fox served as village constable. 

Lloyd Turner was avpointed village marshall and served for 
a time during 1968 and 1969. Now the village of Forsyth has 


three sheriff4s deputies on duty at all times. 


BACkKORY POINT FIRE DISTRICT 

The Hickory Point Fire District was organized in 1954, 

Later, a fire chief was appointed and a list of volunteer firemen 
made up. The first fire truck was delivered in 1955. Another 
truck was received in 1962 and a third trvek in 1964. The fire- 
house was built in 1956 and an addition made in 1961. ; 

A water truck was purchased in 1958, paid for with money 
reised bay the volunteer firemen. The truck was disposed of Later 
to the purchase of two newer and bigger water trucks in 1962 
and 1964, 

Water was obtained from Decatur hydrants in the Mound area 
and carried in the truck tanks before the village water system 
was installed in 1°66, 

The fire district trustees were Hoyt Coverstone, Bd Drabianey 
and A. D. Tillman who served until his death January 11, 1979. 
fm. C. Lbomg was the first fire ehief and served for @ pera 
17 years’ , 
Township elections have been held in the south room Of tHe 


DPikhemousce after 1% was construeted, 
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TNCORPORATION OF THe ¥FILLAG# OF FORSYTH 


J 
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The Village of Forsyth ‘wae incorporated in 1957 and its 
charter granted in "ys. We farst meetiftie was hea im thé Tame 
neuse with later Nicetines an wie Methodist Chereh. The village 
hall was built in 1968, 

James K. flint was the first president of the town board. 
ihe figs botird Censisven Gf Git Ltengeart, Rowert Gillen, Sevard 

palvers, a@yrta Comnor, Horman Mckinney, Carl Schneider, with 

pemapare Cunmemt as clerk and Bagme armstmong as attorney. Mr. 
Flint served 1% years wren Howard Valters was appointed to serve 
out Flime's term. #2. Walters served ovt the remainder of FPling's 
term and was elected to @erve 2 four vear terms. Billy tlardy 
succeeded itr, alters in the office of president. 

ie Village board nas the legal aythority of maintaining 
the streets, sidewalks, alleys, and providing and maintaining 
the water system. Zhe water system was out into use in 19664. 
They also maintain the drainarce system for the villase. New 
adgitions nave been made on the city hall building for the stor= 
ace of a tractor and two trucks used by the village. 

A zoning board has authority under the village sovernment 


fa 


and had as its first members, Marvin Randall, Wm. C. Long, and 


Dr. Robert #tzy. Que first builg@minge inspector was J. J« GoolLem 
Ye was followed by Victor Walters, Byron alters, and Lawrence 
beckikes"ter . 

gnen Viczor Jalters was building inspector, he was giver 


che task of assignine the first house numbers for the villag 


residents. 
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ings. A local roqvuet tournament was neld there in the early 
1940's with players participating from Clinton, Cerro Gordo, 
Pecatur, anc Weldon. Games were played most of the time in the 


evenings under lights. 


MOVIES 

Free movies were shown in Forsyth during the years 1932- 
1934 during the summer months (one night a week) and were attended 
not only by the people of Forsyth but many came from quite a 
distance bringing their own chairs end blankets to sit on. The 
Epwerth League of the Methodist Church sold popcorn at the movies 
to get money to go to the State Enworth Imstitute at New Salem, 

During 1952, movies were provided by a company from Wabash, 
-ndiana. Later, in 1933-34, William Lowe took over the movies 
with the help of Bob Rose and others until he moved away from 
Forsyti. The movie sereen was set up between the Kime residence 
and the old Interurban Station on Ruehl street. The street was 
roped otf to make room for the large crowds. The local merchants 
sponsored these early movies. ‘Someone from Decatur operated the 
movie camer during the late 1930's, 

Movies were again shown inte 1940's and into the early 
1940's at the Forsyth Grade School under the sponsorship of thie 
P.T.Aw, Selling popcorn and soft drinks. 

Later, television became a popular pastime and an increasing 
number of homes had sets installed. No doubt the progrems and 
Old movies on television becane more interesting and conVermiert, 


fn time, no more movies were held in Forsyth because of G@@etipive 


attendance, 
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BASEBALL DIAMOND LOCATIONS 

ThevTe was a basebali diamond on the east nart of what was 
Voopers Addaiioen om Biwood street across from tne new firéhnemse 
Areund 1920 and Later, the area was developed by OClidweiler and 
hearei ek aro Mousses Gan lore, 

Later another diamond was made in Camps Addition after the 
Oat Crop was narvested. It was located north of Snarfer street 
between the Terminai and the Iilinocis Central tracks. The next 
year, the diamond was moved tothe south part of the John Lehman 
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amm an@ continued in wse for @ rem years. Z2his location is 
part of une Bhillags Petroleum Company precerty. 

some time later, another diamond was put on the northwest 
pant ef the Rave @ucwart propery west of Sivoo and soucs of 
Cox svreet. The baseball teams were sronsored oy local businesses 
and became known as the Vorsyth merchants who played teams from 
dames Harmon mas tae First mMenaser of the Porsyth merchants 


aa tI + oe a pons FP 7°71 “. Mow Rar: 
ball team followed by Frank #ornvalt Had Ray Doran. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND FIRE DISTRICT 

when village constables are remembered, George ", Adams 
comes to mind. Nr. Adams served in the early 1920's followee 
py Alfred "Mike" Marques some years later. Others coming along 
in order, were George LaMont, Harry Bienfor and Carl Gregory. 
During the early 1940's, William Fox served as village constable. 

Lloyd Turner was appointed village marshall and served for 
a time during 1968 and 1969, Wow the village of Forsyth has 


three sheriff*s deputies on duty at all times. 


HICKORY POINT FIRE DISTRICT 

The Hickory Point Pire District was organized in 1954, 
Later, a fire chief was appointed and a list of volunteer firemen 
mece wp. The firs&é fire truck was delivered in 1955, Another 
truck was received in 1962 and a third truck in 1964, The fire- 
house was beilt in 1956 and an addition made in 1961, 

A water truck was purchased in 1958, paid for with money 
weaised by the voiunteer firemen, The truck was disposed of later 
to the purchase of two newer and bigger water trucks in 1962 
and 1964, 

Water was obtained from Decatur hydrants in the Mound area 
and carried in the truck tanks btefore the village water system 
Was installed in 1966, 

The fire district trustees were Hoyt Coverstone, Hd Drobish Sr, 
and A. D. Tillman who served until nis death January 11, 1979. 
am. ©. long was the first fire chief and served for a peppGiran 
17 years. 

Township elections have been held in the south room of the 


fiaeomouce after it was sonstructed. 
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TRCORPORATION CF THs VILLAGE OF PORSYTH 
of Porsyth was incorporated in 1957 and its 
Shartver granted tn Too8. Te first meeting was eld in the ifme- 
house wath later meetings in the Kethodist Church. Tne village 
hall was built in 1968, 

James K, flint was the first president of the tovwn board, 
The first board consisted of Ctto Lienhart, Robert Gillen, Howard 
falters, Svrta Commer, Norman Bciinyey, Carl Sehmeider, with 
Barbara Current as clerk @nd Warne Armetrong as attorne#. ltr. 
Flint served 14 rears when Howard Yalters was appointed to serve 
emt ¢~ling's term. Mr. Walters served ov't the remainder of Filinw's 


~~ 


term and was elected to serve 2 four year terms. Silly Nardy 
succe@éded Mr. Walters im the office of preeident, 

Phe villare board has the legal autnority of maintaining 
the streets, sidewalks, alleys, and providing anc maintaining 
the water system. The water system was out into use in 1966. 
they also maintain the drainare system for the villaze. lew 

additions have been made on the city hall building for the stor- 
are oF a tractor ang two trucks used by the village. 
\ goning board has authority under tne village sovernment 
and had as its first members, Marvin Rendall, Win, ©. Long, and 
De. Bobert AtZ. Whe figset buligige insvector was Js J. Cdé@ihet 
He was rollowec by Yictor Walters, tyron “alters, an, Lavrenes 
Lbechleiter,. 


° 


men Viczgor Falters was builqings inspector, he was giver 
she task of asSSienins the first house mumbers for the village 


a? 2S 1scieNl ies 


64 


| BHARLY HICKORY POrT.T 
BLACK BART---CHARLIS E. BOLSS 

Black Bart has been the here in western stories, the subject 
of magazine ard news articles, am has been shown on television 
and in several western movies. He acted alone’ in his hold-up 
Operations and is said to have held ub as many as 28 stages. He 
took only the express box and mail bags but never robbed a passen- 
ger, nor injured a driver. He protected himself by standing in 
irate of the lead horse. 

He was disgzuised in a leng linen duster and pulled @ mapa 
over his head made from a flour sack. He operated for about 9 
years in Worthern California between 1875 and 1885. He lived in 
San Francisco but was careful not to form any close associations, 
sc there were no clues to follow. 

He was fimally exposed ané sought, at the scene of one of the 
holid-ups. He was shut by a young boy who just happened to come by 
and was hunting in the area. Black fart fled the scene hurriedly 
Leaving behind several of his personal belongings. Most important 
of these belongings, was a red bandana handkerchief with the laundry 
mark FAoT. 

A Wells Fargo detective, Harry Morse, visited 97 laundries 
in San FPrancisco before he found who the lavndry mark belonged to. 
In searching Black Bart's room in Webb House on Second Street, a 
small pocket Testament was found. On a fly leaf these words were 
written, Charles Boles, Decatur, Ilhkinois-1865s 116th Ill. Infantry. 

Black Bart, or rather Charles #. Boles, had enlisted in the 
116th Regiment in 1862, served throughout the Civil Yar rising 


to the rank of sargeant. le was mustered out with his regaimens 
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in 1865 after having been commissioned a second Lieutenant. He 
Came nome, married, end neared a family. He Lived mear Decatur 
am later weet of Forsyth. 

Piack Part formerly Lived in a house one mile west of For- 
syth and a little over + Mile north (east side af road-—Section 10). 
This house was torn down around 1900 and some of the lumber used 


> 


in buildings now on tne Glenn Perriman farm. Later, Rliack Bart 
iived in a house two miles west cf Forsyth. This nouse was aiso 
torn down long ago, 

The third home was four wiles west and two miles seuth of 
Forsyth. @Dhia latt named pouse, near the old Disbrow School 

(Sh. corner=Gection 12), has been donated to the Decatur Pistori- 
cal Society by Lewis Sisbrow where it Will eventually stand as 

a2 memorial to the infamous highwavman, Black Bart. 


Charles =, Poles was apprehend-d and tried and was sentenced 


to 6 vears in San “uertin in 1883, He was freed from prison in 


January of 1888, after servine a Little over 4 vears #ith time 
a b ] 1 eA 
off fom food Penavicr, 


His famibyw moved to the west around 1882. gis wife ust have 
later lived in Nannibai, Vissouri as her name appeared in the 


co 


city directory as the "widow" of Gharles =. Roles as late as 1892. 


No one knows for certain what eventually naprened to Plack Bart. 


ob 
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HIEF YELLOW HIMMER 

Chief Yellow “immer (age 28), said to have had an Indian 
father anc Hawaiian mother, came to Forsyth Guring the summer 
ef 1930. He Lived in & twe room trailer camped if the the north= 
vest Part et Forsytlm. 

Yellow Timmer gave lectures on Indian History and Customs, 
He also sang,danced, paved and gave lessons on the guitar and 
ukelale. Wis son, Thomas Lloyd (age 6) travelled with himy Théir 
jeunmmey Took théeh through various locaticms mm 36 states. 

Thomas Lloyd's mother was of the white race. when he was 
bwO MOmiths oldg she went to tne "Happy Buntie Groumd"., Ter deacvh 
caused Yellow Himmer to lose an estate of money, oil wells, and 


a beautiful eleven room nome in Miami, Oklahoma. aAcording to the 


C0 


wipe manes Law, an Midden Gcowlid het possess preverty Bn bas ovm 
right. Chef Yellow Himmer had ohly to marry someone of another 


— 


mees he weeain Mls damieritewec, “TMs, gesen his )jememey acress, Tie 


cet States im seeren of Aa wate. 


One day, im the fall of 1930, Ch@ef Yellow Gimmer and rirs 
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small son ana their Indian dog, Yellow Cloi 


eonvigwe tagger qEacse. They rever returned. 


The hovse on N # Section 25 (Hickory Foint Twp.) - now and 
c - ae = : 2 : a t fhe os a = ° 
for many years, @ farm nouse - was @ stage coach stop rack Beftore 
the roads were lafd out. +e a resvit, a lane of over a quarter 
mile was necessary to get ovt from the house to the Greenswitch 
Road to the east. The house is now just south of I-7e. 

The old stage route was over hish ground from north of De- 
catur @@ tae northeast, possibly +0 Mewberr ard on to Merhacelle 


67 


and bewond, hisses youse Fie Gunes perhaps sometime after early 
settlers arrived in te early 30's and before the railroads were 
piilt ifthe 1850"s,, probabim aroumd 1840 gn before. A Sprang 
close by was, no doubt, the reason for building the house on that 


partiemlar spot. 


THE PATRVIEw CHURCH 


The Fairview Churcn was organized by tlder M. S. Newcomer, 


on March 14,, 1871. Its chapei was located in the southwest corner 
(Section 9). Gne of the original members was Daniel S. Weigel, 
who came to ‘:ickory -Boint Twp. at the are of 2 years. He was ome 
of 12 children, His father, Solomon Fergel, agd mother, Camoling 
Winkle, settled on 80 acres (Section 16) in June of 1849, the 
furtherest settlement out on the prairie at that time between 
Decatur and Salt Creek, 

Daniel Weigel attended the common schools in f~ickory Point 


~ 


and went one term to State fhormal Schooi. He laver learned the 
carpenters trade, became a farmer and, a little later, a preacher 
in the Church of God. He became a pastor in the Fairview Chyreh 
and also served as Sunday Scnool Superintendant. 

Tie Fairvie#¥ Chapel stood vacant for some years prior 
around 1928, wnen it was moved to a short distance north of Bears- 
Gale (east sige of the road) and became the Anit—Horse @hgeves 


Ass Dteiation arf wall. ‘The building has since geen torn dang ,end 


a residence built on the site. 


OLD FANIOISS FR OW 


wes athe 
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JOHN ANDERSON - Born near Guttenberg, 


1800's 


Sweden, July 22, 1850, 


Came to America in 1875. Worked in the rolling mills in Decatux 


for six vears, then removed to 


Forsyth and 


Central Railroad company for seven vears,. 


He married Miss Ruby Rogers Ju 


Minnie, wife of Henry Ray, of Decatur; Ina, 


Forsyth; Harl ama Admwa,. 


worked for the Tllinois 


iy $1, 6081 and hed aAseiwex 


wife of Lee Hays, of 


WILLIAM BATNTER - Born in Coshocton county, Ohio, Sept. 14, 


1826. Wis father moved tc hafayette, IN., when William was twelve 


years old, making the trip with ox teams. 


He stayed with hi 


parents until he was twenty-one vears old and then came to Decatur 


making the trip on horseback. 


One 


vear 


tater be retumned te. his 


old nome in Indiana and after a year's stay there, came again to 


Decatur, 


He was united in marriage with iiss 


1951, dm Decatur. Phe second year aiter hi 


engaged in the business of stock drover, mak 


Nancy Braswell Sept. 28, 


S marriage, he was 


Lime many Trips te 


St. Louis. He followed farmingoeanm the Robert Smith farm south- 


west of Decatur for the next twenty years. 


In 1269 he and hus 


family drove through to Coffey County, Kansas, where they lived 


for six vears, then returned to Macon County and lived east of 


Decatur for five years, then moved 


to Forsyth, where Nrs. Baimter 


died, April 20, 1891. Mr. Bainter survived his wife for a nwmber 


of years, passing away July’ 28, 


, ie, Barnbher hace fave cori.dnen: 


infaney; John & Alfred died after reaching manhood; Frank 


Mary, and -Sarah. 
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lent 


aura & Henry died in 


DLELE, 


ANDRaW J. EIALER ~ Porn in Gumberlan? County, Pennsylvania, 
Mav 41, Y@38. Came to Tilinois when a vounse man. He enlisted 
in Co, H, 63rd Volunteer Infantry, ab Decatur, IL, in 1864 and 
he war, being honorably discharged 
at Lovisville, EY, July 13, 1865. He was married to Miss Lavinia 


Ay os Z art . L. 3 7+ q ” ma) 7 ba] 2 
belman Dee. 10, 1868, and went to housekeeping on a farm east of 


Forsyth. fo them were born, Daisy, Harry, Annie, Ulara, Etta, 
Goldie amd John. ix. “ixber died aug. 25, 1385. 


PATRICK BURNS - Bore Nov. 11, 1854, in Parish Ardarah, County 
Donegal, trelané. Came to America in 1864 and worked in the coal 
mires and on railroads in Fensylivarnia until 1866, 
$0 Recomm, TL @nd worked Tovrteen yeams for the Ilinnois Central 


a ; - rai a =A A vr} as vy 7 or, = TT f aa oa) 4 a} ta Rm } D Re - 
Railroad Company Tn 71877,re moved to orsyth and lived there 


Be marriec Crace Heyle in Treland, Feb. 19, 1859. They had 
three children: Fatrick, Mary and John. These children died after 


1.4 Noes Linas 5 L Thr. By 3s 3a aA > Th - i ‘ 
ViGMICHI De mepueite. es. Lorgs ied lm Borsypn Ave. 2, 1907, 


=r las 


Ge £. BUTLER - Bern near Predonia, KY, Oct. 11, 1842. Reared 


ca 


OM & Pamm and educated in.gjhe pwbiae schools and at Bt. 4tom 


, 29, 1866. 


a 


AGegeny, Het. Gin, ish. Be mabried Biss game Savyer Fo 
Money resided in Yentpcky uetal 18085, when they came to lliinot®s 
to a farm near Forsvth. In 1908 they moved to Forsyth, 
eer 1270 2 Cee, 1372 
Slia, bor (243, Bavrtied Prank #Zaioms; flora, boer 1275, mMarmet 
to Prank #. pbew#arts Ina born W820, married Biweod Nekimiery + 
Carl, born 1984, merried to *iss Julia Simpson. 

JOHR CHRISTY - yorn in Belmont Ceovnty, Ohio, in 1852. Moved 


a Les 1] 2, 
ime Towa when eight years ola 6 Wrostlicn ro pee OFF County lr 13872, 
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worked as a famm han‘ until his marriage in 1883 to Miss Frances 


Prett. From that time, he farmed near Decatur until 1904, when 


1 


2m 


he retired from active life and moved to Forsyth, 

JOSEPH COOPER - Born in Hardin County, Ohio, Feb. 14, 1845, 
ané was reared on a farm. He enlisted in Co. B, 17€tn Ohio Vol. 
Inf. in 1864, and served untii the close of the war. He was 
married to Miss Mary Brown in 1865 and two years later came to 
Macon County, lib. He worked for C. PF. fhatcher as a farm hand 
for a number of years. ile then rented a farm and conducted farm- 
ing and stock raising for several years until he retired. 

Wis children were: settie, Yrank, James, Herman, Nellie, 
Carl, Blanche and Hubert. 

WLLULTAM M@. COA = Born in Winchester, Scott County, IL, Jan. &, 
1850. His father came to Macon Comméy five years later and pus- 
Chased, from the Illinois Central Railroad Co., the farm knoyn as 
the Rainey farm, southeast of the village . 

He married Cynthia FPrett, Sept. 16, 1874. For several years 
they lived on tneir farm south of Forsyth, wnere their two daughters 
wer born, Stelia and Kande. 

In the spring of 1880, they sold their farm and moved to 
Kansas, where they lived for twelve yearse Thev returned to 
IWiiviovs fin 1292 aad, for some vears, farmed on the A. J. Hanks 
farm, @Orth of Forsyth. In 1907 they moved £0 Forsvth. 


DR. G. %. DRURY - Son of George and Penelope (Evans) Drury, 


wiio were ‘eerily settiler: of Forgan Comnity, ax here the Geoctior was 


1 
~ 


ne 
: 


born in 18535. He was reared ona farm in Morgan and Macon Counties, 


attending school at Centre Ridge and Forsyth, finishing the common 


* 


echool course, Later he besan the study of medicine in the Missouri 


i'edical College, graduatins in 1882. He began practice in Forsyth 
70 
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immediately after graduating. Ne moved to Oreana in 1884, then 


cian one yea 
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he moved to Forsyth, where he remained unvil 13899, when 
he moved to Mecatur and remained until his deatn in 1908, 
He married his first wife, Auth tbehman in 1879. She died 


im Oreana in 1885. He married Daisy Tixler in 1886. She died 


FOC ARD ERWIN - Horn in Buskingum County, Chio, January 5, 
VWe5¢e Game bo Memows PLE ARS brotuer, Thomassen, im 14/0 agg 


came to forsyth, In 1890 he marmed Jesse Tilton. They 
nad four children: &dith, Leslie, Udgrar and Charles. In 1900 he 
moved to Pecatur, where he was empioyed by John Mashburn, the 
erocer, until 19710, when he moved to a farm in Christian Couey, 
ge 

PHORESCS snvIk = Born in fimskingeym County, Ohio, in 1855, 
Game “GO Cumbermieng Commzy, itlageis in PS, four vears 


+ 


» moyed to Forsyth. In 1881, he married ida Batco 


| Seanad 


on, Thee 


RifhS - Born in Bartholomew County, Indiana, 
iso GBFe “aucatied In ghe peblic sehools amg reared on a fami. 


In 1860 he marvraed Sananthe Bewarc and te them were bomn $hie 


following enilaren: Saran, Belivin, Digamna, Jonn Jaco®, Pleasdmer, 


oe ee ae 7S us arf Wt Ter warren oir + j 2 Foami 
ova, “loa, Eilig, anc Zthel. 1c moyed Wyn his Lamnily -be Maeona 
Ceunty in 138° am) followea farming until 1295, when he moved 


linois. In 1900 ne boursht a home in Presyth. 


cs 4 


to Fayette County, TI 
Mr. Hawkins enlisted in Co. F, 40th Till. Yol. Inf, in 1861. 
le vas engazed in the battle of Shiloh, where he was struck three 


times br snent halls. We took rart in the overations around 


wv 


Yicksburg and started with Sherman through Georgia, but his term 
of enlistment expiring, he was returned to Springfield, Ii and 
fjischarged from the sarvice. 


SAMUGL C. HORNBECK - Rorn in FPlemingsburg, Bath County, KY, 
im 18078, Came te TAlinegfs tn 1832. arrived iss Marearet 3 ehnsen 
in Kentucky early in the same year. 

They located on a farm northwest of Decatur. They had nine 

children, many of whom were residents of Forsyth. 

JAMES LL. KONTON - Born near Rushville, IN, Jan. 27, 1837, 
At twelve years of age he moved, with his parents, to Rushville, 
where he attended the public schools. fle learned the trade of 
brick mason and worked as a journeyman until 1862, when he enlisted 


wa 


im the 22n@, Indiawa Ratiermy under Capt. Be. PF: Denning, 
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Wr. Kenton was scharged on accovnt of disability trom 
Madison, IN, with the rank of quarter master serreant. 

In 1856, he married Elien .Alexanderof Madison, Ih. In 1877, 
he moved to Larned, KS, where he worked at his trade and later 
eonducted a grocery store in Iuka, KS. In 0895, he moved to 
Madison, IL when to Pecatur in 1894, In 1902 he purchased the 
property in Forsyth and moved into it. In 1905 he moved to De- 
catur, where he lived wntil 1907, wnoen he moved back to Forsyth. 
In 1909, he moved to Recatur, where he lived wntil his death in 
1910, folloved close bithe dea of his widow. They nad the 
foll@gwing children: William, Omar, James R. and Ivy. 

5. BS RRMTCE, V.0. — Born im Rushviltje, IN, owly 5, 187, 
moved with his parents to Larned, KS in 1877. He attended the 
nublic schods and also Poolets Private School. In 1893, he went 


to Salt Lake Gitv, Utah, where he learned the trade of coach painter 


In 1896, he entered the Indianapolis Medical College, where 
ne attensed lectures for tvo vears. ile took nis last year's 
medical study in Feaumont Hospital Medical College in St. Lonis, 
BG, @iewe be gradwated, im 189°. he followed bis pyom@essiom ia 
Decatur for one year, then opened an office in Forsyth. In 1903, 
he moved to Raymond, Ik. 

me married Bigs Hollie Raytiond of Indianapolis, IK, in 1902, 
To them were born two chilfren: Harold and Rruce, 

BRIC KiIT4 - Corn in Siisvig, “‘uicdding County, Denmark, May 
1, 7250. Gmme to tferica im 1871 @nd,to Livingston County, Pa, 
where he worked on a farm for two vears. Ee then came to Decatur 
and, for a time,  orked ir a rolline miil. Later he worked in 
ties az a farm laborer. In 1906, he moved to For- 
syth, where he engaged in the ;oultry business, 

MAS. CHRISTINA “ULDGR KAUFRFVAN = Born in “urcembers, Jetten- 
bach, Germany, Feb. 16, 1841. Came to America in 1856, In 1858, 
she married John Kauffman, .ho in 1861, enlisted in Co. H, 7th 
Wew Jersey Yol. Inf. He was Founded in the battle of Villiams- 
burg amg died on May 7, 1862, leaving his widow and two children, 


A TT w de 
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Rose and John. In 1°79, iirs. ERaufiman moved 


ASA MALOT? - Born in Hamilton County, IN, May 3, 1838, 


i 
< 

y 
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Was reered, On a Tarm and ecucated in tae fablic schools. 
%o Douglas “County, IL in 1657and worked on a farm for two years. 
Re returned to Ingiana and married Miss #, ¢. Chance on Oct. 18, 
aoe 

Some yeers later, they moved to tontfomerv County, KS end 
farmed four vears, then returned to Indiana and farmed in Scott 


County urtil 1897, We then came to Macon County and resided on 
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a farm near Persyth. APber four years, He moved tO Forsyth. He 
had five children: Mary §., doWm fllsworth, William E., Jessie 17. 


: , 
and ivy # 


a3 


JOSEFH S&S. MILLER = Born in Greenorier County, VA, March 8, 
1816. He moved to Jackson County, CH in 1822, In early life, he 
followed the business of stock dealer, frequently driving cattle 


So Hew York G@ity. in te71, he c#me to Forsyth, where he built 


ed 


eed 


a house across from the Wek. Church anf! lived there until 1883, 


when he solid owt’ amd moved to Hakota., He Was the fizse sett¢lex 


4 


in Miller Tewnship, named for him. We died in Britton, Sovth 


J 


Dakota on Feb. 10, 1893. Hit wife died Feb. 5, 1906, 


He Was married to Mary Stains Dec. 15, 1835. Tnev mad 


seven children: Eleanor, Edgar, Arma, tary, Joseph, Dutton and 


J. MCCORD - Born in Tethany IL, Sept. 26, 1872. He was 
educated in the Peelic schools and iearned the - trede of olack- 
smith in fis father's shop in Hethnany. ile moved to Forsyth in 
1909, Ne married Miss Gora Jackson of Bethany on May 30, 1895. 
cacy bed tinee @hileren: Yiola, Ploremce and Juvme lL. 

"RS. SARAH MCKAY - Daughter of Abram and Margaret Hornback, 
boamn Feb. 15, 1860, on a farm northwest of Decatur. She married A. 
Doran im 1878 ang @ment to housekeeping of a farm near Boiling 

porines Chueh). “ney mec a tamity of three sons< Guy, Rey ama Men, 
go. Dovwan Gicd jeril 18, 1386. On Jmiy 29, 188¢, Mrs... Doran 


married R. F. Mckay. 0 them were porn fiabel, Clifton and Blanche. 


Hit, Mckay wiied perm] 1, 19237 in #oxrsyvth. 
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He was educated in the common schoois ant Pellefontaine Nigh 

School. His time between schoci years and for some years after 
eradvation was sent in varions mercantile yogitions. I» VS es 
ge came to Tillinoie and, for a number of vears, he farmed with 


his brother, James °C. 
He married Louisa J. Dillinger of Macon Covuntz and moved ta 


*orsvth. Later ie moved to Warrens- 


cr 
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tne Joseph hrthur farm wes 
burg, where he was engaged in business for four vears, then moved 
to Fersvth ans entered his brotner's stere wiere he was employed 
for twelve years. (‘ie then moved to Decatur, wherehis wife died 
in 1894. They had the following chil’ ren: Laura, Stta, Lola, 

Vann, an” Amy, 

JALSS C. KCMLLLAN - Eorn in Bellmont County, OH in 1848, 

He was educated in the common schodals and in Hopedale College, 
narrison County, Oi. 
>Ollere in Jit 

ier For several vears, teaching at 

Picasant View, itialone, “iickory Toint and Forsyth. 


7 Ly ae hy a) a cote ie] ae +3475 Da ot be Tra Oe ee lar ae a — m 7 + 
In 1871, he married watiida Bishop. We comuerced farming 


tac Hays farm north of Pecatur, where he lived for two years, 

He then moved to Forsyth and enraged in the grocery business with 

Bdyward Weilenp until ill health. compelled his retirement. He died 

in 1892, He had four children: John !'., Louis C., Clara and James. 
DAVID FLARE - Born in Lacaster County, PA, Sept. 24, 1822. 

He learned tro trade of blackspith and followed it as journey- 

man untilhic renoval to Necatur in 1854,  nere he yas engaged in 


business “or elever years. Te then myed to Forsyth in 1868. 


1® 


Mr. Plank was a very skillful workman and a very pleasant 
gentleman as well. 


respect, as 


Me succeeded fram the start ani enjoyed the 
as well as patronage, of 
married Mary A, 


a large circit# of iriends, i 
Whisiey of bh 


ine 
an@aster Cont, PA, in 1844 Brey 
nac nine children. Has wise died im 1209 and bie fin 1905, 

HEHRY RESSER = Born in York County, PA, May 6, 1843. f#e 
snent the usual time in the country schools, ‘Then of age, he 
jearned the carpenter trade and worked as journeyman for a number 
of years. He married Martha Yoder on Dec. 10, 1866, Shortly 

arcee, ne moved to the Guiick Tain wo gies nortw or Decatur, LL. 
Ne farmed there for three vears. 


fie then moved } 
Mure, iia. 


ane 


and lived 


back to York 
there for twelve vears, when he came back 
to Tilinois to tne Samuel Veaver farm. “Te lived and farmed there 
until 1902 wher he retired. 
They nad the following chilitiren: Aga, “iiliam, anna, Mary, 
James, Elizabeth, Henrydr., Lovise and Millie. 
FREDERICK RISER 
Hligahets, 


- Came to Forsyth with his wite and daughter, 
He engaged in farming vntil 1890, x 
ite died Feb. 17, 1906 and his widow, 


es e 
Pemlred « 


mores GO Tecavur, oF: 


mere she 


9 
Gwen Jean. 19, 1810. 
PETER RUSSELL ROGERS - Born in Kentucky in 1831. He came to 
Pike County, IL when quite young. In 1870, he cmme to Forsyth and 
lived in the #. H. “Roby resadence. He was a veteran of the Gayvil 
War. Mrs. Rogers died in Forsyth in 1881. 
Louisiana, #C in 1883. 


I'"'r, Rogers died 


in 
They had the following. children: Anna, 
agra, Lena, Blancpe, Prby, 3 


sarah, william ang Car: 
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Meri oo. and ~- Born near Romney, Hampgiire Conmty » Yan, dais 
Gu 
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, 1829. He ce Vith his parents to Tllimois im 1845, He wes 
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A ‘bet Tl. @0in Ing., Ase. Gp Weel aad wermved vattl Ame, 2, “tae. 
ae returned to Tecatur anc entered the wool cardins business wrth 


a brother. His next business enterprise was bridge buiiding in 
Morgan County. In the spring of 1867, he came to Forsyth and 
entered tne employ of Chas. Tvehl in the grain business, where 

e 
he remained until 1876, when he resigned anc entered the con- 
tractine end. Dudijime beeiness. ke folbewec this business until 
16/9, When he refoved to Owaneco, Ii. 


~~ 
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He married Jenrietta VY. Songer, April 21, 1869. They had 


eight children:idith, Vada, Marcellus, .tyron, Amy, Wilbur, Alma 
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Forsyth Estatgs norothy E. Blazer 


Your young men shall see visions and your old men shall dream 
dreams. Acts 2:47 

In the fall of 1967, Robert and Martha Hobbs came to the vicinity of 
Forsyth, Illinois, to investigate the possibility of a housing project. 
From an interview with Roy Phillips of Decatur,. they were able to get an 
option on sixty acres.of land just west of State Route 51 and south of the 
Oreana--—Warrensburg road. At that time the land was farmed by Donald 
McCool assisted by his father, Bert McCool. They were our farmer 
neighbors to the north. Robert and Martha proceeded to lay the plot out in _ 
lots with frontage on the Oreana-Warrensburg road, now known as West ) 
Forsyth Road, and they named the new area Forsyth Estates. This became 
legal as of January, 1968. 

At this time the village of Forsyth had its own water system and 
aceess to natural gas, so these facilities were put in at Forsyth 
Estates along with fire hydrants and street lights. All of the electric 
lines and hegre cables were put underground—--—a move which will , 
probably make the well-known telephone poles antiques in years to come. 

In the early spring of 1968, Robert and Martha Hobbs hired Gary 
Smaltey, a contractor from Oreana, to build the first home in Forsyth 
Estates. It was a six room house with full basement and double garage. 
The address was 305 West Forsyth Road. They took up residence in this 
approximately $25,000 home in June 1968. Martha Hobbs is a mathematics 
teacher at Warrensburg High School and Robert, a former teacher, is now a 


real estate dealer. 


Fis: 
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The Hobb's were now ready to sell the lots and build more homes. 

They planned to move from one to another as soon as each sold. The price 
of the lots was $3500. 

Soon the ground was broken for a bi-level home with Byron (Barney) 
Walters ae the builder. He was building to sell too, and he hired helpers 
from here and there along with some help from Gary Smalley. 

Next came John and Dorothy Blazer from Forsyth in July, 1968. John 
a pipefitter, working out of Union Local 65, and Dorothy, a clerk at 
Forsyth Post Office for the past seven years. Gary Smallev was their 
contractor, and they built a ranch-type home with seven rooms, two baths, 
double garage, and patio-approximately $24,500 with lot. That address 
was 415 West Forsyth Road. The lumber for their home was purchased at 
the Forsyth Lumber Co. which was managed by Harold Smith and whose 
secretary 1S Mrs. Beulah Gill. The first svade of dirt was turned on 
July 23, 1968, and on October 26, 1968, John and Dorothy and daughter 
Bonnie took residence in the first home they could call their own. 

Bonnie was doing her student teaching at Wilmington, Illinois, at the time. 

By Thanksgiving of that same year, Barney Walters had completed and 
sold the bi~level to Lucille Roney and Judy Crews of Decatur, Illinois. 
Lucille had lost her husband with cancer in reeent years and Judy, her 
daughter, had lost her husband in an accidental drowning in Lake 
Decatur. Judy was left with little Todd Eric who was just a year old 
November 26, 1968. Judy and Todd made their home in the upstairs and 
Tucille, on the:lower level. Judy was a nurse at Decatur Memorial 
Hospital, and Lucille had charge of Vikine Shop in Franklin Street Mall, 


Decatur. 
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Tne lot to the east of Fobb's was then sold and the contractor, 
Olin Gepple, built a pre-evt house on it. Ke hired two men from Arthur 
(Mennonites) to build it. It took quite a while to sell, but din the 
spring of 1969, Harold and Lola Neeley, formerly of Alton, Tilinoie, 
purchased it for their home. . They had two daughters in gerade school, 
Debbie and Julie. Harold was in heating and air-conditioning and war 
self-employed. 

in the meantime more building was going on and Barney Walters had 
another one finished and ready to sell and James and Lena Slunder of 

Decatur tought it and moved in in the spring of 1969. They had one son, 
Jeffrey, im grade school. Jim was empldéyed by Caterpillar and Lena worked 
at A & P. ; 

By now the Hobbs's had another house ready farther west in the 400 
bkoek so they wold the one at 305 to Kenneth and Lonise Graves of Salen, 
Tilinois. This was the first move in our new commumity but Hobbs just 
moved on Gown the street and the Graves took possession in fall of 1969. 
They had one deuchter, Kay, in first grade. Kenneth was principal of 
Maroa Grade School and Louise attended I. S. U. at Normal, Illinois, 
ang commuted back and forth each day. 

We had our first community "get-together" at Judy Crews's at _ 
Christmas time 1969. Our neighbor farmers to the north, Donald and Bert 


McCools, were special guests. 
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Somewhere lene about new we nade the street, Ayalon Boulevard, 
going nerth and south: Berney continued to build nore houses and weepahars, 
now had one ready which Nichael and Betty Jo Johnston bought at 405 
weat Forsyth Read. They had two sons, Michael, in erade sehool and 
Brent, a preschooler, Mike was a farmer of several hundred ecres in th 
area around here. They moved in in the spring of 1970. (I might say 
here thet one dey Brent and his friend with their cowboy boots and 
Pistols decided to take a walk down W. Forsyth Road toward Route 54. 


They were rescued by John Blazer after a frantic search by Mother.) 


Jack and Betty Atchison of Forsyth were the next proud home owners. 
They purchased the last one Hobbs had built at 425 West Forsyth Road. 
vack was an employee of Firestone in Decatur. fhev had two daughters, 
Linda and Ginda, and grandson Christopher. Cinda attended Maroa High 


School. They took possession in the spring of 1970. 


We now have a home on the east side sf Avalon Bivd. at 345 West 
Forsyth Road, which Barney Walters built so he and Phyllis moved into that 
in April 1970. Barney, besides veing a builder, was emploved vy Herald 
and Review. They had four childern. Mark just graduated from Maroa High 


School, Terry and Cinda in high School, and Craig in crade school. 


ol 
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Things ere really humming and Bamey built another binlevel at 435 
Veat Forayth Read, whieh Kenneth and Marie Barlow of Forsyth, purchased 
and took posseasion of in the summer of 1970, Kenneth ia employed by 
eit en of Decatur and Marie works part tine at J, 9. shine it OO. 


They had two | sildren in grade sekeol, Ausie and Kenneth.dr- 


fhe Hobkhs had another ranch type, similar to the Blager's, reedy to 
aell in October 4970, making a totel of eléven up to then. 


Fhe twelfth house was built by Jesse Bunch, a relative of the Herold 
Neeleys and is next door east to then. 


He did it again! Im the spring of 1971, Barney had another bi-level} 
house built by Bary Smalley. Kleon and Rida Jinks from Forsyth purchased 
2¢. Kleon worked at Caterpiller and Rida at Borg-Warner Corp. They 
red four children ~- Sam, graduated from Maroa-Forsyth High Schook, Hope 


in high school, and Faith and Jackie in grade school. 


In mid-summer the Bunch house was ready for occupancy so Jesse and 
Mexine, formerly of Alton, and their six ohiidnem moved in. Elaina went 
to Maroa-forsyth High School, Tonia, Steven, and Jesse attended elementary 
school. dessice and Lisa were preschoolers. Lisa spent time in Shriner’s 
Hospital, St. Louis, with a defective hip. Jesse was a builder contractor 
#06 he built his own home. 


ie 


Another move took place in August 1971. Kenneth and Lotise Graves 
sold their home to Leo and Shirley Redman of Decatur. They bad one 
daughter, Kelly, and she attended grade school. Leo was a barber in 
Brettwood shopping center. 

The Hobbs’ house on Lot No. 6 was sold to Lerry and Barbara Mendenhbal?i 
in August 1971. They had three children. Debra and Dawn attended grade 
‘sehool in Porsyth and Gregory was just eighteen months old. Larry was 


employed by Firestone. 


Barney, with the help of Gary Smalley and others, bnilt another 
bi-level on Lot No. 5 and this was purchased by Jack and Sue McClelland 
of Niantic. They had three children -— Danny, in grade school and Sazette 
and Anetta at home. Jack is an ordained Baptist minister and is smploved 


at Ceterpillar. 


Our neighbor to the west, Ruth Colburn, together with Willian 
Chapman of Decatur, adele & very attractive bi-level on Lot No. 2. 
Gary Smalley was the contractor. In October, William and Rite Chapman 
moved into their new home. They had 4 son, Ted, jast fifteen months oid. 


William taught accounting at Millikin University in Decatur. 


Lot No. 3 was sold to Norman Lehman of near Forsyth in fail 197%. 
Olin Coppie is contractor for building a larece four-bedroom ranth type 
home. We hove tocsee Norman and Cheryl and their two sons, TMmodthy and 


Jeremy who are preschoolers, move in before winter. 


So) 
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Baek to the oe Ea of Forsyth Estates, Jesbe Bunch is BHiiding a 
house for Richard and Phyllis Doris. They have three children, Ricky, ; 


cindy, and Roger and the welcome mat 18. weitine for then toy as of hg 
of 1976 : : : ; ey 


Things have progressed so well that in the re yaar, 1952, tne 
new street, Loma Drive, running east and west will be opéned op atid sida 
teen nore lots will be ready for sale. Those lots will have their bael's 
to the present lots along weet Forsyth Road. 


We ere a happy community of people with a representation of Sé¥éral 
religous denominations, but I"m sure only one God. See Glatidrs By BéaBG, 
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lsyth Estates" are 


Lectite Romer ant Sway Sfews John and Dorothy Biavérahily 68 


Rarcid amt Lote Neely Paes Gad Lenk Shindéretgseg 
Kertetir and Lowte Graves Nienazel and Betsy s6insén 1970 
Tack and Betty xtcnfson Kenesh and Matle BART Gy : 
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i January 3, 1958 the residents of Forsyth voted 98-74 
in favor of incorporating this area as a village. After 
- Forsyth was incorporated .they could share. in property, motor fuel, 
and sales taryes to finance village street and light imorovements. 
The Peoples Party filed a full slate of officers. for 
election March 4, 1958. 


’ 


The first board meeting was held March 19, 1958 at the ® 


Hichory Point Fire House. 

At this meeting it was decided we should have a census 
taken. Myrta Conner and Vivien Townsend were avnsointed. They 
found we had 410 residents living here sat this time. 

. When the National Census was taken Aoril, 1961 we hed 424 xr 
resideats.. | 
if The first mafor ordinance voassed was’ the Zoning Ordinance 
} No. 17. The Zoning Board was aopointed, they held several 
meetings before they were ready to oresent the ordinance to the 


Board for sdootion. . 
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The Board has lots of vorojects for the future. They have 


Just ourchased street signs whch will soon be installed. They 
7. are also olanning to reolace our oresent street lights with 
| lerger ones 
Every meeting is a new exnderience. We have a lot of 
discussions on all the issues that are before the board. 


The oublic ir invited to ettend anv of the meetings, and 


sometimes we have a few interested town oseonle. We meet the 


3rd Monday of each month: 7:30 in the Forsvtkh Fire House. 
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Forsyth ceecomes 4 Village 

al State sermits the’ organization of) a village, by charter. 
Tne charter sets forth the Sowers and duties of a local government. 

Omer gouerninent»y in horevti ioe classed as municloal government , 
and is the management of the affairs of organized local districts, 
such as villawes. “Peonle living close together in 4a community 
need more and different services than those who Jive far aoart 
on farms. To grovide for tneses services residents in a 
community are vermited by a state to ferm a municidality. The 
municioality is allowed to govern itself. Its boundaries are laid 
out and a munisinal government is set iu») by tue inhe bitants. 

In order for a village to ineecroorate, the area myst 
nave 190 seodle and can not have its coroorate limits within 
one mile of another citvs corooretion., 

Forsyth wae first olated in 1864 on land owned by 
wdword O. Smitn. The first schocl was built tne same year. 

Tue community wes named atter Rovert torsyth, one time 
seneral Frei=s ht avent for the Ill. Central RK. i. 

Forsyth is he:ded by a Presidentjw of tre Roard of 
Trusteec. The local laws sre called ordinances and are oasgsed 


by the council which is com s.0sed of 6 members called trustees. 
All] tne offices ere elected to serve four vears. we also have 


& Villeye Clerk and Treasurer, Building Insoectcr, Dog Catcher, 


and @ Villiege attorney. 
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In the middle 50's the first "Little League" with vlayers age 8 to 1? 
WEL 
was organized followed later by the "P. O. N. Y." League with nliavers 
ae 42 to 16 to play baseball. Business manarers were Evert Hinkle ; 


and Howard Walters and later Frank Fornwal.t with sone others, since. [ pe ‘is 


; oe i al ol Eke. Bene 


Prue £960 - -/9L6 


The first P OWN Y league players to participate were } 
~ doe Blazer Jim Nickols | 
erten Alexander » Jim Rednath | 
Richard Kemmerer Hank Hockaday 
| Purene Levrence (/2 Gene Rose a" 
Rodger Lewis Larry Hayes , 
Mike Townson ; Eddie Fore | 4 


Gene Lawrence adn aac : j 
Pat founsend (zat Beg. ~ 8 

Dave Hoffman | 
“ David Colpa : 


- Howdie Hoyland 
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: COMMUNITY CENTER & LIBRARY 


A Hew ccumnleatey center for the village is now under construc-_ 
ticnge Et’ wile eae include a library. It is scheduled for con- 
pletion in the fall of 1983. | 

The site on which the community center and library is being 


- built beitonged to Mrs. Henrietta Awmsseons, Marion Broom, srand- 


= daughter of Mrs. Armstyene, sold the Mowry home property to the 

a ? ' 
yillage of Forsyth in the summer of 1982, 
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A softhall team was orreanized for older niavers sometime Jater. 


~ 


Amonc the vlayers involvee were the followine: Ahal Come to ~s 


w 
Pani Benton ood pnt 
Renvilh F 


Prerix Cooper , . 
pal AT x . f 


Paul Gregorv } 
Radeer James be Nios ” 


games Current 
eui mom Current 

Grundy Hupp 

Rahnert Creason 
@rank Crutcher Jr. 


Sweat Walters 


Home remes were vilaved at the Forsyth Grade School in the rear. of 
tne senoa7. Games away from home were with svrroundine towns and in 
t 
Decatur under the snonsorshinv of the Decatur Recreation Department. 


gehlle dnewe 6 Marpre fev Ute pre 


‘ Foothall ~ames were - also niaved with ont of town teams in the 


Rlager end Take vastures on Sundav afternoons. Only two or three 


TAQT0aLS  pmartorms were avac. Mahle to the team. 


(athe? on Courtat Loh rf rbot forse | 
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Some of the baseball plavers on Forsyth teams 
+ Ivat Gowwe To ej pteli rte 


ge lies 

Tom Tuallen SR- Harold Totten “yi ay 
Earl Anderson | ? Grundv Hunn 
Frank Beck ; a Victor Walters 
Howard Butts : Diek Phillins 
Jim Davis Merl Creekmr i 
Clifford McKay ' Melvin Hiser 
William "Bertv" Creekmur Henry Bennett 
Elhert Burns Hugh Binns 
Tawrence Thrift Olie Binfor 
Harnid Elliott - , Clifford Berchfield 
Everett Parlier — Don Berchfield 

<j Ed Parlier Ralph Grine 

Tat | 
| a Renton gi, Charles Kintner 


e Renton 
Jahn Blazer , Cher ChTehee! dl. 
Péiastentber-sie H 
Ross James Pau}! PoAate 


award Walter | FO / d G Hoge f 
1 vente | Cue! Bud Gessetle * 


Peso Yat tere , , 

oe Fran€iSchern 
| Ptere:5 tester 
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Sal! Copper \ 
ae ye 
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_cost per book would be very high on a short run of this type. 


120 page ~@S 
ae, 
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‘Trump Printing, Inc. 


1579 North Water Street - Decatur, Hlinois 62526 «+ Telephone (217} 429-9001 
April 14, 1983 


Mr. Howard Walters 
246. .S. Smith 
Forsyth, IL 62535 


Dear Mr. Walters: 
I have listed below some tenative prices for producing the Forsyth History 


book that you spoke to me about. I would recommend that you produce a 
minimum of 500 books. As you can see from the prices listed below the 


100 Books cy ee 7 
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Photos would ce en 54.00 pe 
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Trump Printing, Inc. 


1579 North Water Street -° Decatur, Illinois 62526 + Telephone (217) 429-9001 
April 14, 1983 


Mr. Howard Walters 
246 S. Smith 
Forsyth, IL 62535. 


Dear Mr. Walters: 


I have listed below some tenative prices for producing the Forsyth, History 
book that you spoke to me about. I would recommend that you produce a 
minimum of 500 books. As you can see from the prices listed below the 

_ cost per book would be very high on a short run of this type. 


100 Books 500 Books 
$6500.00 $7000.00 7 
Plotes woudd be an additional 64.00 per plieto. this quoté fs Based on & 


120 page book or 60 2 Sided sheets. Tits, bifidine quote is for a petfeet 
found Book whieli fs Sitar te the felephone directory: 


As I said above, these are estimates. Please let me know if you need 
additional prices or information. 


Sincerely, 


Dennis Trump 
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1987 PUBLICATION AGREEMENT _ 1987 


STATE COLLEGE, PENNSYLVANIA/CLARKSVILLE, TENNESSEE/TOPEKA, KANSAS/VISALIA, CALIFORNIA 


As the authorized representative of JOSTENS PRINTING AND PUBLISHING 
DIVISION, | agree to: 

1. Provide the staff with an Editor Kit of tools and materials. 

2. Provide my personal services for training the staff in the use of the Editor Kit tools and 


materials. 
3. Provide assistance to the staff in the planning of content, layout, speciai effects and 
merchandising of the yearbook as required by the customer. 
. Workat all times within the framework of the customer's budget as set forth by the cus- 


a 


In recognition of past performance, JOSTENS PRINTING AND PUBLISHING DIVI- 
SION is hereby authorized to begin organization and planning as the official pub- 


> 


lisher of the yearbook described below and for the effective term of this renewal. tomer. 

— o- dn Bees. v 

— — re ur Llne— WZ C 
(CUSTOMER'S AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE) DATE JOSTE +/RE PRESENTATIVE Y/ ) DATE 
(SUBJECT TO ANNUAL CUSTOMER REVISION AND APPROVAL) [| T [ | Zz 
a RENEWAL EFFECTIVE FOR: 


PUBLICATION AGREEMENT EFFECTIVE FOR: JX] — Lli9g_ L119 LJ)19__ LJ19__ 


PLEASE TYPE JOB # (FOR OFFICE USE) CUSTOMER 5 

OR PRINT: (STa € AOD *X— 
ee 
)»— SS ea |: ina 


19 $9 SPECIFICATIONS AND PRICING (SUBJECT TO ANNUAL CUSTOMER REVISION AND APPROVAL) 
3 y FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
PROGRAM: VEN RE TRIM SIZE: 7G 6 LO te 
copy SCHEDULE: | Deadbne COPIES: _gso 
SHIP DATE: I ! IS [So PAGES: io -) 


SHIP EDITOR KIT TO: 


PAPER STOCK: 
PROOFS: 
omni D1 


PASTE-UP L_] a CS ee 


_______ BASE PRICE: 15 YEC 


BROWNLINE L_] 


MARKETING SERVICES-TOPEKA 


ADDITIONAL SPECIFICATIONS: , , 
Miso wWehude Gellar PowfA 9) Com \ 
f ‘a - \ 
Upud— Foil Strwyel de. Silkocrtene! co 


YY 


Ss cog ie Cat ret EetbinnD TOTAL PRICE: 
SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR TERMS OF THIS AGREEMENT 


Terms of the Publication Agreement 


THE AGREEMENT IS: 

Subject to approval of the Company and changes must be in writing and 
approved by the customer and the Company. All materials and complete 
instructions will be provided to the customer. Layouts are to be prepared 
in accordance with Company's copy preparation instructions. 


THE COMPANY reserves the right to refuse to print any material which in 
the opinion of the Company is tortious, illegal or violates any copyright or 
proprietary rights. The customer agrees that all dies (including dies for 
which a service charge is made) remain the property of the company. The 
customer shall indemnify and hold harmless the Company from any de- 
cree or judgment finally sustained against the Company based upon any 
and all manner of claims, demands, actions and proceedings that may be 
asserted or instituted against the Company on the grounds that the said 
printing violates any copyright, trademark or proprietary right of any per- 
son or that it contains any matter that is libelous or scandalous or invades 
any person’s right to privacy or other personal rights, and the customer 
agrees promptly, at the customer’s own expense, to defend and continue 
the defense of any such claim, demand, action or proceeding that may be 
brought against the Company, provided that the Company shall promptly 
notify the customer with respect thereto, and provided further, that the 
Company shall give to the customer such reasonable time as the exigen- 
cies of the situation may permit in which to undertake and continue the de- 
fense thereof. 


TERMS: The customer agrees to pay a $7.00 deposit for each book or- 


dered at the first copy deadline and an additional amount at the final copy” 


deadline that will bring the total deposit up to a minimum of 75% of the es: a 
timated cost. Fineline cover books and paper cover books agree to pay a — 
$4.25 or $2.50 per book deposit, respectively, at the first copy deadline 
and up to a minimum of 75% of the estimated cost at the final copy dead- 
line. The customer will receive a final invoice when the yearbooks are 
completed. Final payment willbe made within ten (10) days after the final 
invoice is received. A service charge of 1.5% a month on the unpaid bal- 
ance (18% annual percentage rate) or the maximum allowed by local law, 
willbe assessed for late payment. 


All payments and checks are to be made directly to Jostens Printing and 
Publishing Division; P.O. Box 488; Owatonna, Minnesota 55060. 


SHIPMENT will be made according to terms of the Copy Schedule (which 
is subject to the approval of the customer) providing copy has been re- 
ceived on time according to the schedule. All shipments are F.O.B. plant. 


THE COMPANY shall not be liable for delays or losses caused by strikes, 
accidents, government restrictions, acts of God, or other causes beyond 
its control, and such delays shall not constitute a breach of contract. 


ADDITIONAL SERVICES CHARGES: Company artwork, corrective work 
on customer copy, author's alterations and non-standard composition will 
be charged for on an hourly basis. 


\ 


